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#1 BushAdministration Movesto Eliminate OpenGovernment

Source

CommorDreamsSeptembet4, 2004 Presselease

Title: * NewReportDetailsBushAdministrationSecrecy

Author. KarenLightfoot

<http:/Mww.commondreanisrgnew0040914 05 htn>
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<http:/Mmww.democratseformhousegovstory.asiD=692&:ssueOper-Government

FacultyEvaluator YvonneClarke MA

StudenResearchedessicérroiland

Throughouthe 1983 ProjectCensoredhighlightedanumberof alarmingreductiongo governmentccessndaccountability
(seeCensoredl982#6, 1984#8, 198543 and1986#2). It trackedthe smallbut systematichangesnadeto existinglaws and
theexecutiveordersntroducedlt nowappearthattheseactionsmayhavebeenlittle morethana preludeto thevirtual lock

box againsbccesshatis beingconstructedroundhe currentadministration

“ TheBushAdministrationhasan obsessiomith secrecy saysRepresentativelenryWaxmanthe Democrafrom California

wha in SeptembeP004 commissioneda congressionateport on secrecyin the Bush Administration “ It hasrepeatedly
rewrittenlaws andchangedoracticesto reducepublicandcongressionacrutinyof its activities The cumulativeeffectis an

unprecedenteaissaulbnthelawsthatmakeour governmenbpenandaccountablé

Change$o LawsthatProvidePublicAccess

to FederaRecords

TheFreedonof Information Act (FOIA) givescitizenstheability to file arequesfor specificinformationfrom a government
agencyandprovidesrecoursan federalcourt if that agencyfails to comply with FOIA requirementsOver the last two
decadeseginningwith Reagarthislaw hasbecomencreasinglydilutedandcircumventedby eachsucceedingdministration

Underthe BushAdministration agenciesnakeextensiveandarbitraryuseof FOIA exemptiongsuchasthosefor classified
information privileged attorneyclient documentsand certain information compiled for law enforcemenipurposes often
inappropriatelyor with inadequatgustification Recentevidenceshowsagenciesnakingfrivolous (andsometimegudicroug

exemptiorclaims abusingthe deliberativeprocesrivilege abusinghe law enforcemenexemption andwithholdingdataon
telephoneserviceoutages

Quitecommonly the BushAdministrationsimplyfails to respondo FOIA requestsit all. Whethetthis is simplyaninordinate
delayor anunstatedinal refusalto respondo the requestthe requestingparty is nevertold. But theeffectisthe samethe
publicis deniedaccesso theinformation

The Bush Administration also engagesn an aggressivepolicy of questioning challengingand denying FOIA requesters
eligibility for fee waivers usinga variety of tactics Measuresnclude narrowingthe definition of “ representativef news
medig’ claiminginformationwould not contributeto publicunderstanding

Tenyearsagq federal agenciesvererequiredto releasedocumentshroughFOIA—evenif technicalgroundsfor refusal
existed—unless* foreseeabldami would resultfrom doingsa But, accordingto the Waxmanreport anOctober2001
memaby Attorney GenerallohnAshcroft instructsandencourageagencieso withhold informationif thereareanytechnical
grounddor withholdingit under~OIA.
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In 2003 the BushAdministrationwona newlegislativeexemptiorfrom FOIA for all National SecurityAgency* operational
files.” TheAdministratiors mainrationalefor this newexemptioris thatconducting=OIA searchedivertsresource§om the
agencis mission Of coursethisrationalecouldapplyto everyagency As NSA hasoperatedubjectto FOIA for decadest is
notclearwhy the agencynowneedghis exemption

The PresidentiaRecordsAct ensureghat after a presidenteavesoffice, the public will havefull accesgo White House
documentsisedo developpublic policy. Underthelaw andanexecutiveorder by RonaldReagarnthe presumptiortnasbeen
that mostdocumentsvould be releasedHowever PresidenBushissuedanexecutiveorderthat establishes processthat
generallyblocksthereleasef presidentiabapers

Changeto LawsthatRestrictPublicAccess

to FederaRecords

TheBushAdministrationhasdramaticallyincreasedhe volume of governmeninformation concealedrom public view. In a
March2003executiveorder, PresidenBushexpandedhe useof the nationalsecurityclassification Theordereliminatedthe
presumptionof disclosure postponedor avoided automatic declassification protectedforeign governmentinformation
reclassifiedsomeinformation weakenedhe panelthat decideso exemptdocumentdrom declassificatiorand adjudicates
classificatiorchallengesandexemptediice presidentiatecorddrom mandatondeclassificatiomeview

TheBushAdministrationhasalsoobtainedunprecedentealthority to conductgovernmenbperationsn secret with little or
nojudicial oversight Underexpandedhaw enforcementwthorityin the PatriotAct, the JusticeDepartmentanmoreeasilyuse
secretordersto obtainlibrary andother privaterecords obtain“ sneakandpeeK warrantsto conductsecretsearchesand
conductsecretwiretaps In addition the BushAdministrationhasusednovel legal interpretationgo expandits authorityto
detain try, and deportindividualsin secret Since the Septemberl1, 2001 attacks the Bush Administration has asserted
unprecedentealithorityto detainanyonevhomthe executivebranchabelsan enemycombatarit indefinitely andsecretly
It hasauthorizednilitary trials thatcanbeclosednotonly to the public but alsoto the defendantsndtheir ownattorneys And
the Administrationhasauthorizegbrocedurefor the secretdetentioranddeportatiorof aliensresidingin the United States

Congressionahccesdo Information

Comparedo previousadministrationghe BushAdministrationhasoperatedvith remarkabhfittle congressionalversight This
ispartially attributableto the alignmenbf the parties The Republicanmajoritiesin the Houseandthe Senatehaverefrained
from investigatingallegationsof misconducby the White House Anothermajorfactorhasheerthe Administratioris resistance
to oversight The Bush Administration has consistentlyrefusedto provideto membersof Congressthe Government
AccountabilityOffice, andcongressionaiommissionghe informationnecessarfor meaningfuinvestigatiorandreviewof the
Administratiors activities

For example the Administration has contestedn court the power of the GovernmentAccountability Office to conduct
independenihvestigationsandhasrefusedto comply with the rule that allows membersf the HouseGovernmenReform
Committeeto obtaininformationfrom the executivebranch forcingthe memberso goto courtto enforcetheirrights under
the law. It hasalsoignored andrebuffed numerousequestsor information madeby membersof Congressattemptingto

exercisdheir oversightresponsibilitiesvith respecto executivebranchactivities andrepeatediywithheldinformationfrom

theinvestigativecommissiorestablishedy Congresso investigatehe Septembet 1 attacks
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UpdateRep Waxmar's companiorbill, HR 5073IH, the RestoreOpenGovernmentAct of 2004 wasnotheardby Congress
beforethe Winter Recesin Decemberandthebill wasnotreintroducedh the OpeningSessiorin Januan?005 However on
Februani6 afterthe commencemertf the 103h CongresslohnCornyn(R-Tex) andPatrick Leahy(D-Vt.) introduceda
bill entitled the Opennes®romotegffectivenessn our NationalGovernmeniAct of 2005 S. 394(the CormyrLeahybill),
which accordingto their joint statement' is designedto strengthenlaws governing accesso governmentinformation
particularlythe Freedomof InformationAct.” On the sameday, anidenticalbill, H.R. 867, wasintroducedin the Houseof

Representatives/ Rep LamarSmith(R—Tex).1

For more information on Rep Waxmars legislation and work on open government site please visit
www.democratseformhousegov.

NOTE

1 St Petersburdimes(Floridg), Februaryl8 2005 “ Improvingacces$o information”

#2 Media CoverageFailson Iraq:

Fallujah and the Civilian Deathtoll

partl: Fallujah—WarCrimesGoUnreported

Sources

PeaceworkDecembeP004-Januan?005

Title: * Thelnvasionof Fallujah A Studyin the Subversiorof Truth’

Authors Mary TrotochaudandRick McDowell

World SocialistWebSite, Novemberl7, 2004

Title:* U.S. MediaApplaudDestructiorof Fallujalf

Author. DavidWalsh

TheNewStandardDecembeB, 2004

Title: * FallujahRefugeedell of Life andDeathin theKill Zoné
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Author. DahrJamail

FacultyEvaluatorsBill Crowley, Ph D., SherrilJaffe Ph D.

StudenResearcheBrianK. Lanphear

Overthe pastwo yearsthe United Stateshasconductedwo major siegesagainstFallujah acity in Irag The first attempted
siegeof Fallujah(acity of 300000 peopl¢ resultedin adefeaffor Coalition forces As aresult the United Statesgavethe
citizensof Fallujahtwo choicesprior to the secondsiege leavethe city or risk dying asenemyinsurgentsFacedwith this
ultimaturm approximatei25Q000 citizens or 83 percenbf the populatiorof Fallujah fled thecity. Thepeoplehadnowhere
to flee andendedupasrefugeesMany familieswere forcedto survivein fields, vacantiots, andabandoneduildingswithout
acces$o shelterwater electricity, foodor medicalcare The 50000citizenswho eitherchoseto remainin thecity or who
wereunableto leavewere trappedby Coalition forcesandwere cut off from food, waterandmedicalsupplies The United
Statesmilitary claimedthat therewere afew thousandenemyinsurgentsemainingamongthosewho stayedin the city and
conductedheinvasionasif all the peopleremainingvereenemycombatants

BurhanFasg anlraqijournalist saidAmericangreweasily frustratedwith Iragiswho couldnot speakEnglish “ Americansdid
nothaveinterpretersvith them sotheyenteredhousesindkilled peoplebecausgheydidrit speakEnglish Theyenteredhe
housenherel waswith 26 people andshotpeoplebecausthe peoplé didrit obeyfthesoldierd ordersevenjustbecausghe
peoplecouldrit understandwordof English” Abu Hammaglaresidenof Fallujah told thelnter PressServicethathe saw
peopleattempto swimacrosshe Euphrateso escapghesiege TheAmericanshotthemwith rifles fromtheshore Evenif
someof themwere holding awhite flag or white clothesover theirheadto showthey arenot fighters theywereall shot’
Furthermore" eventhewounded peoplewerekilled. TheAmericansmadeannouncementsr peopleto cometo onemosgue
if theywantedto leaveFallujah andeventhe peoplevhowent therecarryingwhite flags werekilled.” Formeresidentsof
Fallujahrecall othertragic methodof killing the wounded* | watchedhem[U.S. Force$ roll overwoundedgpeoplein the
streetwith tanks.. ... Thishappenedomanytimes”

Preliminaryestimatesasof Decembeiof 2004revealedthat at least6,000 Iraqi citizensin Fallujahhadbeenkilled, andone
third of thecity hadbeerdestroyed

JournalistdVary TrotochaudandRick McDowell asserthat the continuousslaughterin Fallujahis greatly contributing to
escalatingziolencein otherregionsof the country suchasMosul, BagubaHilla, andBaghdad The violencepromptedby the
U.S. invasionhasresultedn the assassinatiors atleast338Iragiswhowereassociatedith Irags” new government

TheU.S. invasionof Irag, andmorespecificallyFallujah is causinganincrediblehumanitariamlisasteramonghosewhohaveno
specificinvolvementwith the war. ThelnternationalCommitteefor the Red Crossreportecbn Decembe23 2004thatthree
of thecity’s waterpurification plantshadbeendestroyedandthe fourth badlydamagedCivilians arerunningshortonfood and
areunableto receivehelpfrom thosewho arewilling to makea positive difference Aid organizationdavebeenrepeatedly
deniedaccesso thecity, hospitalsandrefugegpopulationdn the surroundingireas

AbdelHamidSalim spokesmafor the Iragi RedCrescenin Baghdagtold Inter PressServicethatnoneof theirrelief teams
hadbeenallowedinto Fallujahthreeweeksaftertheinvasion Salimdeclaredhat” thereis still heawyfighting in Fallujah And
the Americansworit let usin sowe canhelppeople’
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TheUN High Commissionefor HumarRights LouiseArbourvoiced adeepconcerrfor thecivilians caughtupin the fighting.
LouiseArbouremphasizethatall thoseguilty of violationsof internationahumanitariarndhumarrightslawsmustbe brought
to justice Arbour claimedthatall violationsof theselaws shouldbe investigatedincluding “ the deliberatetargeting of
civilians, indiscriminateanddisproportionatattacksthekilling of injuredpersonsindthe useof humarshields’

Marjorie Cohn executivevice presidentof the National Lawyers Guild, andthe U.S. representativéo the executive
committeeof the AmericanAssociatiorof Jurists hasnotedthat the U.S. invasionof Fallujahis aviolation of internationalaw
thatthe U.S. hadspecificallyratified “ They[U.S. Force$ stormedandoccupiedhe FallujahGeneralHospital andhavenot
agreedo allow doctorsandambulance$o go insidethemain part of thecity to helpthe wounded in direct violation of the
GenevaConventions

Accordingto David Walsh the Americanmediaalsoseemgo contributeto the subversiorof truth in Fallujah Although in
manycasesjournalistsare preventedrom enteringthe city andare deniedaccesso the wounded corporatemediashowed
little concerrregardingheir deniedaccessTherehasbeenlittle or nomentionof theimmorality or legality of the attacksthe
United Stateshaswagedagainstrag With few independerjburnalistseportingonthe camagetheinternationalhumanitarian
communityin exile, andthe Red CrossandRed Crescenpreventedrom enteringthe besiegectity, theworld is forcedto
rely on reportingfrom journalistsembeddeavith U.S. forces In the U.S. presswe seecasualtieseportedfor Fallujah as
follows: numberof U.S. soldiersdead numberof Iraqi soldiersdead numberof “ guerillas or* insurgents dead Nowhere
werethecivilian casualtieseportedn thefirst weeksof the invasion An accurateountof civilian casualtieso datehasyet to
bepublishedn the mainstreanmedia

part2 Civilian DeathToll Is Ignored

Sources

TheLancef October29, 2004

Title: * Mortality BeforeandAfter the 2003Invasionof Irag’

Authors LesRobertsRiyadhLafta, RichardGarfield JamaKhudhairiandGilbert Bumham

TheLancef October29, 2004

Title: * TheWarin Iraq Civilian CasualtiesPolitical Responsibiliti€s

Author. RichardHorton

TheChronicleof HigherEducationFebruan, 2005

Title:* LostCount

Author. Lila Guterman
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FAIR, April 15 2004

Title:* CNNto Al JazeeraWhy ReportCivilian Deathg

Author. JulieHollar

FacultyEvaluator SherrilJaffe PhD.

StudenResearcheMelissaWaybright

In late October 2004 apeerreviewedstudywaspublishedin The Lanceta British medicaljournal concludingthat at least
10Q000civilians havebeenkilled in Iragsinceit wasinvadedby a UnitedStateded coalitionin March2003 Previously the
numbeiof Iragisthat haddied dueto conflict or sanctionssincethe 1991 Gulf War, hadbeenuncertainClaimsrangingfrom
denialof increasednortalityto millions of excessleathshavebeermade In the absencef anysurveys howeverthey relied
onMinistry of Healthrecords Morgue basedsurveillancedataindicatethe postinvasionhomiciderate is manytimes higher
thanthe pre-invasiorrate

In the presentsettingof insecurityandlimited availability of healthinformation researchersieadedby Dr. Les Robertsof
JohndHopkins University, undertookanationalsurveyto estimatemortality duringthe 14.6 monthsbeforethe invasion(Jan1,
2002 to March18 2003 andto comparet with the periodfrom March19, 2003 to thedateof theinterview betweerSept8
and20, 2004 Iraqi householdsvereinformedabouthe purposef the survey assuredhattheir namewould notbe recorded
andtold thattherewould benobenefitsor penaltiedor refusingor agreeingo participate

Thesurveyindicateghatthedeatttoll associatedith theinvasionandoccupatiorof Iragis in reality aboutl0Q000people and
maybemuchhigher Themajorpublic healthproblemin Iraghasbeeridentifiedasviolence However despitevidespreadraqi
casualtieshouseholdnterview datado not showevidenceof widespreagvrongdoingon the part of individual soldierson the
ground Ninety-five percentof reportedkilings (all attributedto U.S. forces by interviewee} were causeddy helicopter
gunshipsrockets or otherformsof aerialweaponry

The studywas releasedn the eveof a contentiougpresidentialelection—foughtin part over U.S. policy onlrag Many
Americannewspaperandtelevisionnewsprogramggnoredthe study or buriedreportsaboutit far from the top headlines
“ Whatwent wrong this time? Perhapshe rushby researcherand The Lancetto putthe studyin front of Americanvoters
beforethe electionaccomplishegreciselythe oppositeresult drowningout avaluablestudyin the clamorof the presidential
campaigri (Lila GutermanChronicleof HigherEducatioh

Thestudys resultspromptly flooded thoughthe worldwidemedia—everywhereexceptthe United Stateswheretherewas
barelyawhisperaboutthe study followed by starksilence® TheLancetreleasedhe paperonOctober29, theFriday before
theelection whenmanyreporteravere busywith political stories ThatdaythelLos AngelesTimesandthe ChicagoTribune
eachdedicatecbnly about400words to the studyandplacedthe storiesinside their front section on pagesA4 and A11,
respectively(The newsmediain Europegavethe studymuchmoreplay, manynewspaperputarticlesaboutt ontheir front

pages
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In ashortarticleaboutthe study onpageA8, the New York Timesnotedthat thelraqgi BodyCount aprojectto tally civilian
deathseportedin the newsmedia hadput the maximumdeathcountat around17,00Q0 The new study the article said “ is
certainto generatentensecontroversy But the Timeshasnot publishedany further newsarticles aboutthe paper The
WashingtorPost perhapsmostdamaginglyto the studys reputation quoted Marc E. Garlasco a senior military analystat
HumarRightsWatch assaying“ Thesenumberseemto beinflated” Mr. Garlascsaysnowthat hehadrt readthe paperat
thetimeandcallshisquotein thePost' really unfortunate (Lila GutermanChronicleof HigherEducatioi.

Evensq nobodyelsein Americancorporatamediabotheredo pick upthe storyandinform our citizenshowmanylraqi citizens
arebeingkilled atthe handof a coalitionled by ourgovernmentThestudywasnevermentionedontelevisionnews andthe

truth remainsunheardby thosewho mayneedto hearit most TheU.S. governmentadno commentatthe time andremains
silent aboutlraqi civilian deaths" The only thing we keeptrack of is casualtiesfor U.S. troops andcivilians” a Defense
Departmenspokesmatold TheChronicle

WhenCNN anchoiDarynKagandid havethe opportunityto interviewthe Al Jazeeraetworkeditorin-chief Ahmed Al -Sheik
—arareopportunityto get independeribformationabouteventsin Fallujalh—sheusedhe occasiorto badgel - Sheikabout
whethetthecivilian deathswerereally” the story’ in Fallujah CNN'sargumentvasthat abiggerstory thancivilian deathss

“ whatthelragiinsurgentsiredoing’ to provokeaU.S. “ response is startling “ Whenreportsrom the groundaredescribing
hundredsf civiliansbeingkilled by U.S. forces CNN shouldbelookingto Al Jazeerafootageto sef it corroboratethose
accounts—not badgeringAl Jazeera editor aboutwhy he doesrt suppresshatfootage’ (MediaWatch Asheville Global

Repor}

Studyresearchersoncludedhatseveralimitationsexistwith this study predominantiybecausghe quality of datareceivedis
dependenbn the accuracyof the interviews However interviewersbelievedthat certainessentialcharcteristicof Iragi
culturemakeit unlikely thatrespondentaould havefabricatedheir reportsof the deathsThe GenevaConventiondaveclear
guidanceabouttheresponsibilitieof occupyingarmiego thecivilian populatiorthey control “ With theadmittedbenefit of
hindsightandfrom apurely publichealthperspectiveit is clearthatwhatevermplanningdid takeplacewasgrievouslyin error.
Theinvasionof Irag the displacemenbf acruel dictator andanattemptto imposealiberal democracyby force have by
themselvesheeninsufficientto bring peaceandsecurityto the civilian population

Theillegal, heavyhandedacticspracticecby the U.S. military in Iragevidentin thesenewsstorieshavebecomevhat appears
to betheir standareperatingoroceduren occupiedrag Countlessiolationsof internationalaw and crimesagainsthumanity
occurredn Fallujahduringthe Novembemassacre

Evidencedy the massslaughteringof Iragis andthe useof illegal weaponsuchasclusterbombsnapalm uraniummunitions
andchemicalwveaponsiuring the Novembessiegeof Fallujahwhentheentire city wasdeclaredh” freefire zoné by military
leadersthebrutality of the U.S. military hasonly increasethroughoutraqasthe occupatiordragson

Accordingto Iragisinsidethecity, atleast60percenpf Fallujahwentonto betotally destroyedh the siege andeight months
afterthe siegeentiredistricts of thecity remainedwithout electricityor water Israelistyle checkpointsveresetup in the
city, prohibitihnganyondrom enteringwhodid notlive insidethecity. Of coursenonembeddednediaverenotallowedin the

city.

update Sincethesestorieswere published countlessotherincidentsof illegal weaponsandtacticsbeingusedby the U.S.
military in Iraq haveoccurred
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During “ OperationSpedt on Junelth, 2005 U.S-led forcesattackedthe small cities of Al-Qdim andKarablanearthe
Syrianborder U.S. warplanesiropped,000 poundbombsn residentiabreasndclaimedto havekilled scoref “ militants’
while localsanddoctorsclaimedthatonly civilianswerekilled.

Asin Fallujah residentsvere deniedaccesgo the city in orderto obtainmedicalaid while thoseleft insidethecity claimed
Iraqji civilianswerebeingregularlytargetedy U.S. snipers

Accordingto anlRIN newsreport Firdosal-Abadifrom the Iragi RedCrescenSocietystatedthat 7,000peoplefrom Karabla
werecampedn the deserbutsidethe city, sufferingfrom lack of food andmedicalaidwhile 150homesweretotally destroyed
bytheU.S. military.

An Iragi doctor reportedon the sameday that he withessed crimesin the westareeof the country... the Americantroops
destroyeabneof ourhospitalstheyburnedhewholestoreof medicationtheykilled the patientin theward .. they prevented
usfrom helpingthe peoplein Qdim.”

Also like Fallujah adoctorat the GeneraHospital of al-Qaim statedthatentirefamilies remaineduriedundertherubble of
theirhomesyet medicalpersonnelvereunableto reachthemdueto Americansnipers

Iraqi civiliansin Hadithahadsimilarexperienceduring” OperationOpenMarket whentheyclaimedU.S. snipersshotanyone
inthestreetdor daysonend andU.S. andiragji forcesraidednomesietaininganymaninside

Corporatemediareportedonthe “ liberatiori of Fallujah aswell asquotingmilitary sourcesonthe numberof “ militants’
killed. Any mentionof civilian casualtiesheavyhandedactics or illegal munitionswas eitherbrief or nonexistent and
continuego beasof June2005

Foradditionalinformation

Forthoseinterestedn following thesestoriesit is possibleto obtaininformationby visiting the EnglishAl -Jazeersvebsiteat
http:/englishaliazeera netHomePage my website at www.dahrjamailiragomy The World Tribunal on Iraq at
www.worldtribunalorg, PeaceworkMagazineat www.afscorgpworkl0412041204htm , and other alternativéndependent
newswebsites

#3 Another Year of Distorted Election Coverage

Source

In TheseTimes 021505
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Title:* A CorruptecElectior?

Authors SteveFreemarandJoshMitteldorf

SeattlePostIntelligencer Januan?6, 2005

Title: * JmCrowReturnsTo TheVoting Boott

Authors GregPalastRev. Jessdackson

www.freepresorg, Nov. 23 2004

Title: * HowaRepublicarElectionSupervisoManipulatedhe2004CentralOhio Vote’

Authors BobFitrakis HarveyWasserman

FacultyEvaluatorAnnNeel MA

StudenResearcheMike Osipoff

Political analystshavelong countedon exit polls to be areliable predictorof actualvote counts The unusualdiscrepancy
betweerexit poll dataandthe actualvote countin the 2004electionchallengeshatreliability. However despiteevidenceof
technologicalulnerabilitiesin the voting systemanda higherincidenceof irregularitiesn swing statesthis discrepancyvas
notscrutinizedn themainstreanmedia Theysimply parrotecthe partisardeclarationsf “ sourgrape$ and* let'smoveor?’
insteadbf providinganymeaningfulanalysisof ahighly controversiaklection

Theofficial votecountfor the 2004electionshowedhatGeorgeVV. Bushwonby threemillion votes But exit polls projected
avictory marginof five million votesfor JohnKerry. Thiseightmillion-votediscrepancys muchgreatethantheerror margin
Theoverall marginof error shouldstatisticallyhavebeenunderone percent But the official resultdeviatedfrom the poll
projectionsoy morethanfive percent—astatisticaimpossibility:

EdisonMediaResearctandMitofsky Internationalthetwo companiesired to do thepolling for the Nation ElectionPool (a
consortiurof the natiorisfive majorbroadcasterandthe AssociatedPresy, did notimmediatelyprovideanexplanatiorfor how
this couldhaveoccurred Theywaiteduntil Januand 9, the eveof theinauguration

EdisonandMitofsky’s" inaugural report* Evaluatiorof EdisoriMitofsky ElectionSysten?004” statedhatthediscrepancy
was" mostlikely dueto Kerry voters participatingin the exit polls at a higherratethanBushvoters” The mediawidely
reportedhatthis reportprovedthe accuracyf theofficial countandaBushvictory. The bodyof the report however offers
nodatato substantiat¢his position In fact, the report showshat Bushvoterswere morelikely to completethe surveythan
Kerry voters Thereportalsostateghat the differencebetweerexit polls andofficial tallieswasfar toogreatto be explained
by samplingerror, andthatasystematidiasis implicated
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The EdisonandMitofsky reportdismisseghe possibility that the official vote countwaswrong statingthat precinctswith

electronicvoting systemdiadthe sameerrorratesasprecinctswith punchcardsystemsThisis true However it merely points
to theunreliability of punchcardandelectronicsystemsboth of whichare slatedor terminatiorunderthe Helping America
Vote Act of 2002 Accordingto the report only in precinctsthat usedold-fashionegdhandcountedpaperballotsdid the
official countandtheexit poll datafall within the normalmarginof error.

Also, the reportshows thediscrepancypetweertheexit polls andtheofficial countwasconsiderablygreateiin the critical
swingstatesAnd while thisfactis consistentvith allegationsof fraud Mitofsky andEdisonsuggestwithout providingany data
or theoryto backuptheir claim thatthis discrepancyis somehowelatedto mediacoverage

In precinctsthatwere atleast80percentfor Bush the averagewithin-precincterror (WPE) wasawhopping100 percernt—
thenumericaldifferencebetweerthe exit poll predictionsandthe official count Also, in BushstrongholdsKerry received
only abouttwo-thirds of the votespredictedby exit polls. In Kerry strongholdsexit polls matchedhe official countalmost
exactly(anaveragéVPEof 0.3).

Thisexit poll datais astrongindicatorof acorruptedelection But the casegrowsstrongeif theseexit poll discrepancieare
interpretedn the contextof morethan10Q000 officially loggedreportsof irregularitiesandpossiblefraud during Election
Day2004

Bushcampaigrofficials compiledal,886:name” cagindist,” whichincludedthe namesandaddressesf predominantlyblack
votersin the traditionally DemocraticJacksonville Florida While Bushcampaignspokespersorstatedthat the list was a
returnedmail log, they did notdenythat suchalist couldbe usedto challengevotersonElection Day. In fact, the county
electionssupervisosayghathecouldseenootherpurposdor compilingsuchalist.

In FranklinCountyOhio, Columbusrotersfacedone of thelongestallot linesin history. In manyinnercity precincts voters
sometimedadthree hourwaitsto get to the poll beforebeing requiredo casthallotswithin five minutesasdemandedly the
RepublicarrunBoardof Elections Seventyseverout of the countys 2,866 votingmachinesmalfunctionedn ElectionDay;
Onemachingegistered!,258votesfor Bushin aprecinctwhereonly 638peoplevoted At leastl25machinesvereheld back
attheopeningof the polls, andanothe68 wereneverdeployedWhile voterswererushedhroughthe process29 percentof
the precinctshadfewervoting machineshanin the 2000electiondespitea25 percenincreasén turnout

Takentogether theseproblemspoint to anelectionthat requiresscrutiny Evenif the discrepancypetweerexit polls and
actualvotecountsis simply afluke, otherflaws andquestionabl@racticesn thevoting processnakeone wonderwhetheror
notthe peoplésvoicewasactuallyheardandif we aretruly aworkingdemocracy

Updateby JoshMitteldorf: Somenewsis too importantto report Peoplemight getupset andthe smoottfunctioningof our
democracyvould bejeopardized Thusthe mediahascollectively donethe responsiblehing, andrefrained—atgreatcostto
themselvesbe assured-from publicizing doubtsaboutthe legitimacy of the 2004 election in order to help assurethe
“ orderlysuccessionf powet”

Unfortunately someinternet sites such as Commondreanmsrg and Freepressrg do not realize their obligationsto the
commonwealthandhavethus beenlessresponsiblén maintainingsilence And therés anupbeatradio voice from Vermont
ThomHartmanpwhowouldbefunto listento if only hedidrit insistonrelatingsomanydiscomfitingtruths
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But solong asyoustay awayfrom thesedsolatedderelicts youwill be gratifiedto receiveareassuringlyconsistenstory line:
GeorgeBushwonthe 2004electionfair andsquarelt’stimeto stopaskingpointlessjuestionsGetwith the progran

Updateby GregPalastandReverendessielacksonThereare conspiracynutsout thereonthe Internetwhothink that John
Kerry defeatedseorgeBushin Ohioandotherstates| know; becauséwrote” Kerry Wori' for TomPaineomtwo daysafter
theelection

“ KerryWor?' wasthelatestin a seriescomingoutof afive-yearinvestigation begurin Novembe00Q for BBC Television
NewsnighiandBritain's GuardiarpapersdissectinghatgreasysausagealledAmericanelectoraldemocracy

OnNovemberll, aweekafter TomPainesom put thereportout onthe ‘Net, | receivedanemail from theNew York Times
WashingtorBureauHot ontheinvestigatiorof the veracityof thevote the Timesreporteraskednepointedgquestions

Questior¥#l: Are youa“ soreloset’ ?

Questior#2: Are youa" conspiracynut’ ?

Therewasnothird questioninvestigationof the votewas apparentlycomplete Thenext day their thoroughanalysisof the
evidenceyieldedafront-pagestory, “ VOTE FRAUD THEORIES SPREADBY BLOGS ARE QUICKLY BURIED.”

Herésabit of whatthe Papeiof Recordfailedto record

In June2004 well beforethe election my co-authorof “ Jm Crow’ Rev. Jesselacksorbroughtmeto Chicago We had
breakfastvith Vice-PresidentiatandidatddohnEdwards TheReverengskedthe Senatoto readmyreportof the “ spoilagé
of Blackvotes—onemillion African Americansvhocastballotsin 2000butdid nothavetheir votesregisteronthemachines

Edwardssaidhed readit overafterhed hadhisbagel Jacksorsnatche@wayhisbagel No read nobagel A hungrySenatomwas
genuinelyconcerned-thesewere afterall, Democratsvhosevotesdid nottally, andheshottheinformationto JohnKerry. A
coupleof weekdater, Kerry told the NAACP conventionthatonemillion African-Americanvoteswerenotcountedn 200Q
butin 2004hewouldnotlet it happeragain

Buthedidlet it happeragain More thanamillion votesin 2004werecastandnotcounted

Asareporterit’s notmyjobto helpthe DemocraticPartylearnto tie its shoesAnd, asanonpartisajournalist I’'mnotout to
exposeahe RepublicarPartys newelaboratecampaigrio preventvotersfrom voting—but | mustreportit. However editors
andnewsproducerdn myhomecountry the USA, seemlessthaninterestedindeed theyare downrighthostileto reporting
this storyof the shopliftingof ourdemocracy

Americahasanapartheidsoting systemdenyingAfrican-Americans HispanicsandAmericanNativesthe assuranctheir ballots
will count Worse Americahasanapartheidnediawhichdeniegacialdisenfranchisemeaseattthefront of the newsbus
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It wasin November2000I first raninto the U.S. newslord's benignneglectof the “ new Jim Crow’ methodsof denying
citizensof colortheir vote While working with the British Guardianpapergust daysbeforethe 2000presidentiaklection |
discoveredhatGovernorJebBushandhis Secretaryof State KatharineHarris hadwrongly purgedensof thousandsf Black
citizensfromvoterrolls as* felons —whenin facttheir only crimehadbeenv.W.B.: Voting While Black

Nothingappearedh the U.S. press However | admitthatthe Florida purgestory waspickedup by the NewYork Times...
fofur yeardater.

Justbeforethe Novembe2004election BBC televisionNewsnightdiscovereahew; confidential* cagindlists’ whichwe got
our handson from insidethe RepublicarNationalCommitteeheadquarterd hesawere rostersof thousandef minority voters
targetedo preventhemfrom votingonelectionday aviolationof federallaw. It washig newsin EuropeandSouthAmerica
In the USA, therewasnothingexceptanattackon BBC sreportby ABC'swebsite ABC'sonly listed sourcefor their attack
onthe BBC wasthe RepublicarParty

Thestoryof thepurgeof Blackvoters themillion missingBlackballotscastbutnotcounted the cagindlists, andother games
usedo denythe voteto the darkskinnedandthe poor, would havebeenburiedlong agoif not for BBC Television Harpeis
Magazingmayit last athousand/ear$, Britain's GuardianandObserver The Nation the op-ed editorsat the SanFrancisco
ChronicleandSeattlePostIntelligencerand provocatively Hustler Magazine Evenif ignoredor actively ‘dissedby U.S.
“ mainstrearh media thestory will be continueto be reporteddueto the passionaténsistencef Reverendlacksonfrom a
thousangbulpits

Thankgo GeorgeBuslsomfor capturinghe‘cagindists.’” And blesstheblogs for theyshallsetthetruth free TomPainesom
Buzzflash Working-for-Changeandotherinternetsitescarriedthe storyovertheelectronicBerlin Wall.

Finally, my gratitudeto our indefatigablénvestigativeeam particularly Oliver ShyklesandMatt Pascarellor theirwork on
this story—onwhichtheycontinuetoday—andto Meirion Jonesproducemnonpareibat BBC televisioris Newsnight

For Additional Documentatiorf Voter Fraud2004SeeChapter® and3.

#4 Surveillance SocietyQuietly MovesIn

Sources

InformationManagemeniournal Mar/Apr 2004

Title: * PATRIOT Act’'sReactExpandedespitePartBeingStruckDowrt’

Author. Nikki Swartz

LiP MagazingWinter 2004
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Title: * GraveNewWorld"

Author. AnnaSamsorMiranda

CapitolHill Blue, June7, 2004

Title: * WhereBig BrotherSnoopon American24/7’

Authors TeresaHamptorendDoug Thompson

FacultyEvaluator JohnSteiner Ph D.

StudenResearcheBandyBrown Michelle Jesolva

“ While theeveningnewsrolled footageof Saddanbeingcheckedor headlice, the IntelligenceAuthorizationAct for Fiscal
Year2004wasquietly signednto law.” 1

OnDecemberl3 2003 PresidenGeorgeW. Bush with little fanfareandnomainstreammediacoveragesignednto law the
controversialntelligenceAuthorizationAct while mostof Americatoastedhe victory of U.S. forcesin Iraq and Saddaris
capture None of the corporatepresscoveredthe signingof this legislation which increaseghe funding for intelligence
agenciesdramaticallyexpandghe definition of surveillablefinancial institutions and authorizeghe FBI to acquireprivate
recordsof thoseindividualssuspecteaf criminal activity without ajudicial review Americancivil libertiesareonce again
underattack

History hasprovidedprecedentor suchactions Throughouthe 199G; erosion®f theseprotectionsveretakingplace As part
of the 1996 Anti-Terrorismbill adoptedn thewakeof the OklahomeCity bombing the JusticeEDepartmentvasrequiredto
publishstatisticsgoingbackto 1990onthreatsor actualcrimesagainstfedera) stateandlocal employeesndtheir immediate
familieswhenthe wrongdoingrelatedto the workers official duties Thenumberaverethento be keptup to datewith an
annualeport2 Membersof congressconcernedvith thethreatthistypeof legislationposedo Americancivil liberties were
ableto strikedownmuchof whatthebill proposegincludingmodifiedrequirementsegardingviretapregulations

The" atmosphereffea’ generatedby recenterroristattacksbothforeignanddomesticprovidesadministrationshe support
necessario adoptstringeninewlegislation In respons#o the Septembet 1 attacksnewagenciegprogramsandbureaucracies
havebeercreated The Total Information Office is abranchof the United StateDepartmentf Defensés DefenseAdvanced
ResearchProjectsAgency It hasamissionto “ imagine develop apply; integrate demonstratand transition information
technologiescomponentsindprototype closedloop, informationsystemshat will counterasymmetrichreatsby achieving
totalinformationawareness 3 Anotherintelligencegatheringgovernmentahgency ThelnformationAwarenes®ffice, hasa
missionto gatherasmuchinformationaspossibleabouteveryonen a centralizedocationfor easyperusaby the United States
governmentinformationmininghasbecomethe businessf government

In November2002 the New York Timesreportedthatthe DefenseAdvancedResearchProjectsAgency (DARPA) was
developingatrackingsystenrcalled” Total Information Awareness (TIA), which wasintendedo detectterroriststhrough
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analyzingtrovesof information The system developedunderthe directionof JohnPoindexterthendirectorof DARPA's
InformationAwarenes©ffice, wasenvisionedo givelaw enforcementiccesso privatedatawithout suspiciorof wrongdoing
orawarrant4 The" Total InformationAwareness progran's namenaschangedo “ TerroristinformationAwareness onMay
20, 2003ostensiblyto clarify the progransintentto gathelinformationon presumederroristsratherthancompiledossierson
U.S. citizens

Despitethis namechangea SenateDefenseAppropriationsbill passedinanimoushyon July 18 2003 expresslydenyingany
fundingto Terrorist Information Awarenessesearchin responsethe PentagorproposedThe Multistate Anti-Terrorism
InformationExchangeor MATRIX , aprograndeviseddy longtimeBushfamily friend HankAsherasa pilot effort to increase
andenhancehe exchangef sensitiveterrorismandother criminal activity informationbetweenocal, state andfederallaw

enforcementagenciesThe MATRIX, asdevisedby the Pentagonis a Staterun information generatingtool, thereby
circumventingcongressconcernregardingthe appropriationof federal funds for the developmenbf this controversial
databaseAlthough moststateshaverefusedo adopttheseOrwellian strategiegOhig, PennsyivanigConnecticutandFlorida

haveall jumpedonthe TIA bandwagon

Yet, somehow after the apparentsuccessfubismantlingof TIA, expressedoncernby RepresentativeMark Udall of
Coloradg Betty McCollum of MinnesotaRon Paulof TexasandDennisMoore of Kansasandheightenegbublic awarenessf
theMATRIX, theIntelligenceAuthorizationAct wassignednto law Decembef.3 20035

On Thursday November20, 2003 MinnesotaRepresentativdetty McCollum statedthat “ The RepublicanLeadership
inserteda controversiaprovisionin the FY04 IntelligenceAuthorizationReport that will expandthe alreadyfar-reaching
USA PatriotAct, threateningo further erodeour cherishectivil liberties This provisiongivesthe FBI powerto demand
financial and other records without a judges approval from post offices real estateagents car dealers travel agents
pawnbrokersndmanyotherbusinessesThis provisionwasincludedwith little or no public debateincludingno consideration
by the House JudiciaryCommittee which is the committeeof jurisdiction It cameasa surpriseto most Membersof this

body” 6

Accordingto LiP Magazine* Governmentaindlaw-enforcemenagencieandMATRIX contractorsacrosghe nationwill
gainextensiveandunprecedentegtccesso financialrecordsmedicalrecordscourtrecords voterregistrationtravel history;
groupandreligiousaffiliations, namesndaddressasf family memberspurchasemadeandbooksread’ 7

PeterJenningsin anABC original report explorecthe commerciabpplicationsof this accumulatedhformation Journalistand
authorPeterO'Harrow who collaboratedvith ABC Newsonthe broadcast PeterJenningReporting No Placeto Hide”
states'... marketers—andnow; perhapgjovernmentinvestigators—canstudy what peoplearelikely to do whatkind of
attitudeghey have whatthey buy atthe grocerystore” 8 Althoughthis programairedon primetime mainstreanelevision
therewasno mentionof the potentialfor misuseof this personainformationnetworkor of the controversysurroundinghe
issuesof privacy andcivil libertiesviolations concerningeitizensand civil servantslike Again the sharingof this kind of
personainformationis notwithout precedent

On Novemberl2 1999 Clinton signedinto law the GrammLeachBliley Act, which permitsfinancialinstitutionsto share
personatustomeiinformationwith affiliates within the holding company ThelntelligenceAuthorizationAct of Fiscal Year

2004expanddghe definition of a surveillablefinancial institutionto include real estateagenciesinsurancecompaniestravel

agenciednternetserviceproviderspostoffices casinogndotherbusinesseaswell. Due to massivecorporatemergersand
theacquisitionof reamsof newly acquiredinformation personakonsumedatahasbeenmadereadilyavailableto any agency
interestedn obtainingit, bothcommerciabndgovernmental

http://blog.lege.net/content/Project_Censored_Media_Democracy_i.Sun Sep 17 17:47:19 2006



With the applicatiorof emerginghewtechnologiesuchasRadioFrequencydentificationchipsor RFIDs small individualized
computerchipscapableof communicatingvith areceivingcomputey consumebehaviorcanliterally betrackedrom the point
of purchasgo thekitchencupboargandcanbemonitoredby all interestegarties

Updateby Anna Miranda The United Statess at risk of turning into afull -fledged surveillancesociety The tremendous
explosionin surveillanceenablingtechnologiescombinedwith the ongoingweakeningn legal restraintsthat protect our

privacymeanthatwe are drifting toward asurveillancesociety Thegoodnewss thatit canbestoppedUnfortunately right

nowthebig pictureis grim.—ACLU9

ThePATRIOT Act

Fifteen'sunsétprovisionan the PATRIOT Act aresetto expireat theendof 2005 Oneamendmenthe* library provisiorf
wentbeforeCongresin June DespitePresidenBustis threatto vetq lawmakersincluding38 Republicansvoted238to 187
to overturnthe provision which previouslyallowed law enforcementfficials to requestandobtaininformationfrom libraries
without obtainingasearctwarrant Althoughinspectorstill havethe “ right” to searchibrary recordstheymustgetajudges
approvafirst.

AttorneyGenerallberto GonzalesnformedCongres# April thatthis provision hasneverbeenusedo acquireinformation
althoughthe AmericanLibrary Associatiorrecentlyreportedhat over200request$or informationwere submittedsincethe
PATRIOT Act wassignednto law in October2001

Theoverturningof the library provision hasbeernseenasa smallvictory in thefight to reclaim privacyrights Rep Saunders

whowasresponsibléor almostsuccessfullyhavingthe provisionrepealedastyear commentedhat” conservativgroupshave

beerjoining progressiverganizationso call for changes 10

TheMATRIX

Thefight to theright for privacycontinuego wageon with moresuccesseasthe MATRIX programwasofficially shutdown
onApril 15 2005 Theprogramwhichconsistef 13states—andonly hadfour statesemainingprior to its closure receiveds
12million in funding from the Departmenbf Justiceandthe Departmenbf HomelandSecurity By utilizing a systemcalled
FACTS (FactualAnalysis Criminal ThreatSolution), law enforcemenbfficials from participatingstateswvere ableto share
informationwith oneanotherandutilized this programasaninvestigativeool to help solveandpreventrimes Accordingto
theFlorida Departmenbf Law Enforcement* BetweenJuly 2003andApril 2005 therehavebeen1,866202queriesto the

FACT Sapplicatior’ 11 However of thesegueriesonly 2.6 perceninvolvedterrorismor nationalsecurity

Althoughthe MATRIX hasbeenshutdown Florida law enforcemenbfficials are pursuing continuing the programand
rebuildingit. Officials havesentoutacall for informationfrom vendorsbeginningacompetitivebiddingprocess

RFID Technologyandthe REAL ID Act
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OnMay 10, 2005 PresidenBushsecretlysignednto law theREAL ID Act, requiringstateswithin the nextthreeyearsto
issuefederally approvedelectronicidentification cards Attached asan amendmento anemergencyspendingpill funding
troopsin Afghanistarandlrag, the REAL ID Act passegalvithoutthe scrutinyanddebatenf Congress

Oneof the mainconcernsf the electronicidentification cardis identity theft The Act mandateshe cardsto have anti

counterfeitingmeasuressuchasan electronicallyreadablemagneticstripor RFID chip. Privacyadvocatesrguethat RFID
chipscanbe read from “ unauthorizetl scannersllowing third partiesor the generalpublic to gatherandor steal private
informationaboutanindividual Amidstgrowing concerngboutidentity theft, the REAL ID Act hasgiven noconsideratiorio

this drawback

Other privacy concernsregardingthe electronicidentificationcard is the useof information by third partiesonce theyve
scannethe cardsandaccessetheinformation At thistime, the Act doesnot specifywhatcanbedonewith theinformation A
companyor organizatiorscanning/ouridentificationcardcould potentiallysell your personainformationif strict guidelineson
whatto dowith theinformationarenotmandated

Inability to conformover thenext threeyearswill leavecitizensandresidentf the United StatesparalyzedIdentification
cardghatdonotmeetthefederallymandatedtandardsvill notbeacceptedsidentificationfor travel openingabankaccount
receivingsocialsecuritychecksor participatingn governmenbenefits amongptherthings

Notes

1 LiP Magazinehttp:/Awwv.lipmagazinerd.

2 TheWashingtorPostDecembefl, 1997 Final Edition

3_http://fenwikipediaorgwiki/Total Information Awareness

4. ElectronicPrivacy Information Center http:/Amww.epicorgprivacyprofilingftia/. Information AwarenessOffice, See HR
2417

5. Ibid.

6. CongressiondRecord Novembe222003pg E2399

http:/Mmww.fasordfirp/congres®003 crh11220html.

7. LiP Magazinehttp:/Amwy.lipmagazinerg .

8. ABC News http:/abcnewsjocomTechnologyPrimetiméstory.

9. http/Awwv.acluorgPrivacyPrivacyMaincfm.

10_http://berniehousegovdocumentrticle$20050406114418sp
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11 http:/mww.fdle.statefl .ugpressrelease®0050415matrix_projecthtml.

#5U.S. UsesTsunamito Military Advantagein SoutheastAsia

Sources

JanésForeignReport(Janés Defencg, Februaryl5 2005

Title: * U.S. TurnsTsunaminto Military Strategy

Thelrish Times Februan8, 2005

Title: * U.S. HasUsedTsunamto BoostAimsin StrickenAred

Author. RahulBedi

Inter PressService January182005

Title: * BushUsesTsunamiAid to RegainFootholdin Indonesia

Author. JimLobe

FacultyEvaluator Tony White, Ph D., CraigWinston Ph D.

StudenResearcheNedPatterson

Thetragicanddevastatingpower of 2004s postholiday tsunamivasplasteredacrosghe coverof practicallyevery newspaper
aroundtheworld for the betterpartof amonth Asthedeatitoll roseby thethousandsveryday countriesstruggledo keep
pacewith therapidlyincreasingieedfor aidacrosghe IndianOcearBasin

At the samdime that U.S. aid waswidely publicizeddomesticallyour coincidingmilitary motiveswerevirtually ignoredby
the press While supplying our aid (which when comparedbroportionatelyto that of other less wealthy countries was an
insulting pittancg, we simultaneoushpolsteredmilitary allianceswith regional powersin, andbeganexpandingour bases
throughoutthe IndianOcearregion

http://blog.lege.net/content/Project_Censored_Media_Democracy_i.Sun Sep 17 17:47:19 2006



Longviewedasa highly strategidocationfor U.S. interestsour desireto curtail Chinds burgeoningeconomicandmilitary
mightis contingenuponourcontrolof this arealn themonthgollowing thetsunamiwritesRahulBediin Thelrish Times the
U.S. revivedthe Utapaomilitary basein Thailandit hadusedduringthe VietamWar. Taskforce536isto bemovedthereto
establishaforwardpositioningsitefor the U.S. Air Force

Duringsubsequertsunamirelief operationsthe U.S. reactivatedts military co-operationagreementsvith Thailandandthe
Visiting ForcesAgreementvith the Philippines U.S. Navy alsovesselautilized facilities in Singaporekeepingwith previous
treatiesFurther the U.S. marinesandthe navyarrivedin Sri Lankato bolsterrelief measureslespitethe tsunamihit islands
initial reluctanceo permittheirentry.

TheU.S. alsosteppedip their surveyof the MalaccaStraits over which Chinaexercisesonsiderablénfluence andthrough
which 90 percenbf Japaisoil suppliegass TheUnited Stateshashadtroubleexpandingts military influencein the region
largelydueto suspiciondy IndonesisandMalaysiathatthe U.S. is disguisingmperialaimsunderthe goalof wagingwar against
terror. Thetwo countrieshaveoppose@nAmericanplanto tightensecurityin thevital MalaccaStraitsshippindanes which

mighthaveinvolvedU.S. troopsstationedhearby

FormerSecretaryof StateColin Powell declaredhat U.S. relief to the tsunamiaffectedregionwould assisthe war against
terror and introduce” Americanvaluesto the region” The BushAdministrationis alsoreviving its hopesof normalizing
military tieswith IndonesiawritesJimLobefor InterPressService Theworld'smostpopulousMuslim nation its strategically
locatedarchipelagpocritical sedanes andhistoricdistrustof Chinahavemadet anidealpartnerfor containingBeijing.

DuringaJanuan?005visit to JakartaDeputyDefenseSecretaryPaulWolfowitz told reporters® | think if wereinterestedn
military reformhere andcertainlythis Indonesiargovernmenis andourgovernmenis, | think we needo possiblyreconsidea
bit wherewe areatthis pointin historymovingforward”

Accordingto anarticle in the Asheville Global Report thefollowing monththe U.S. StateDepartmenimadea decisionto
renewthe InternationalEducationandMilitary Training (IMET) programfor Indonesiadespiteconsiderabléiumanrights
issues

Accordingto Bedj Washingtorhadong wanteda navelpresencén TrincomalegeasterrSri Lanka or alternativelyin Galle,
furthersouth to shortenthe supplychainfrom its major regionalmilitary basen distantDiegoGarcia whichthe British Ocean
Territory leasedo the U.S. in 1966for thelengthof fifty years Theuseof thesebasesvouldring Ching giving theU.S. added
controloverthatcountrysactivities

DiegoGarcigsgeostrategidocationin the IndianOcearandits full rangeof nava) military andcommunicationacilities gives
it acritical role supportinghe U.S. Naw's forwardpresencén the North ArabianSeaandthe IndianOcearRegion However
becausef thebasesemotenesandthefactthatits leaserom Britain expiresn 2016 the U.S. seeksanalternativeocationin
theregion “ Clearly thesenewbaseawill strengthenNashingtorsmilitary logistical supportin the region”  saysProfessor
AnuradhaChenoyat Delhi's JawaharlaNehruUniversity. Shewentonto emphasiz¢éhatanalternativeo the DiegoGarciabase
mustbefoundsoon astheleaserom Britain will soonexpire

Longbeforethetsunamstruck anarticledatedApril 21, 2003 by JosyJosepton Rediff.comexplainedhataclassifiedreport
commissionedby the United StatesDepartmentof Defenseexpressesa desirefor accesgo Indian basesand military
infrastructuresThe United StatesAir Forcespecificallywantsto establishbasesn India Thereport entitled “ Indo-U.S.
Military RelationsExpectationsandPerceptions wasdistributedamongshigh-ranking U.S. officials anda handfulof senior
membersvithin the Indian governmentit continueson abouthe DefenseDepartmerisdesireto have” accessloserto areas
of instability.” 1
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Thereportsays“ Americanmilitary officers are candidin their plansto eventuallyseekaccesgo Indian basesandmilitary
infrastructure Indids strategidocationin the centreof Asia astridethe frequentlytraveledSealLanesOf Communication
(SLOQ linking the Middle EastandEastAsia, makedndia particularlyattractiveto the U.S. military.”

ThereportalsoquotedJ.S. LieutenanGeneralsassayingthattheaccesso Indian basesvould enablehe U.S. military “ to be
ableto touchtherestof theworld” andto“ respondapidly to regionalkrisis” A SouthAsia AreaOfficer of theU.S. State
Departmenbasheerguotedassaying” Indidsstrategidmportancencreasesf existingU.S. relationshipsvith Asiafail.”

Posttsunaml.S. actiondn the IndianOcearillustrateits intentionto movethis agenddorwardsooneratherthanlater.

Note

1 JosephJosy“ TargetNext IndianMilitary Base$ ; rediff.com April 21, 2003 andLobe Jim “ Skepticismover renewed
military tieswith Indonesi& ; Asheville GlobalReport March10-16, 2005

#6 The Real Oil for Food Scam

Sources

HarpetsMagazingDecembef004

Title: * TheUN is Us ExposingSaddanilusseirs silentpartnet

Author. JoyGordon

http:/Mmww.harperorg TheUNisUshtml

Independerit/K, Decembefl.2, 2004

Title: * Theoil for Food'Scandalis aCynicalSmokescreén

Author. ScottRitter

http:/Mmw.commondreanmsrgviews04/121223htm

FacultyEvaluator RobertMcNamaraPh D.
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StudenResearcheDeanndMurrell

TheU.S. hasaccusedUN officials of corruptionin Iragsoil for food program Accordingto JoyGordonandScott Ritter the
chargawvasactuallyanattempto disguiseandcoverup longterm U.S. governmentomplicityin thiscorruption Ritter says
“ this posturings nothing morethanahypocritical charadedesignedo shift attentionawayfrom the debacleof GeorgeBustis
self-madegquagmiren Iraq, andlegitimizetheinvasionof Iraq by usinglraqi corruptionandnot the now-missingweaponsf mass
destructionastheexcuse Gordonarrivesatthe conclusiorthat “ perhapst is unsurprisinghattodaytheonly roleits seems
the United Statesexpectghe UN to playin the continuingdrameof Iraqis thatof scapegodt

Accordingto Gordonthe chargedaid by the U.S. accountingpffice arebogus Thereis plentyof evidenceof corruptionin the
“ oil-for-food’ programbut thetrail of evidencdeadsnotto theUN but to the U.S.* Thefifteen membersf the Security
Councit—of which the United Stateswasby far the mostinfluentia—determinechow incomefrom oil proceedsvould be
handleglandwhatthe fundscouldbeusedfor.” Contraryto popularunderstandinghe SecurityCouncil is notthe samething
asthe UN. It is partof it, but operategargely independenthof the largerbody The UN's personnel simply executedhe
progranthatwasdesignedby the membersf the SecurityCouncil”

Theclaimin the corporatemediawasthatthe UN allowedSaddantHusseirto stealbillions of dollarsfrom oil sales|f we look,
asGordondoesatwhoactually hadcontrolovertheoil andwhdshandeldthemoney averydifferentpictureemerges” If
Hussairdid indeedsmuggle$6 billion worth of oil in the‘therichestrip off in world history,” hedidrit doit with thecomplicity
of theUN. Hedid it onthewatchof theU.S. Nawy” explainsGordon

Everymonetantransactionvasapprovedby the U.S. throughits dominantole onthe SecurityCouncil Ritter explains “ the
Americansvereableto authorizea$l billion exemptiorconcerningheexportof Iragi oil for Jordanaswell aslegitimize the
billion-dollarillegal oil smugglingradeoverthe Turkishborder’ In anotheiinstanceaRussiaroil company boughtoil from
Iraq under‘oil for food at aheavydiscount andthensoldit at full marketvalueto primarily U.S. companiessplitting the
differenceevenly betweerithe Russiancompany andthe Iragis ThisU.S. sponsoredleal resultedin profits of hundredsof
millions of dollarsfor both the Russiangndthe Iragis outsidethe control of ‘oil for food’ It hasbeenestimatedhat 80
percenbf theoil illegally smuggledutof Iraqunderoil for food endedipin the UnitedStates

Not only werecriminalsenrichedn this nefariousschemeit alsoendedupsabotagingheoriginal purposeof “ oil for food”
Gordonexplains “ How Iraq sold its oil was alsounderscrutiny andthe United Statesdid act on whatit perceivedo be
skimmingby Hussairin thesedeals Thesolutionthatit enacteghowever succeedeih almostbankruptingthe entire Oil for
FoodPrograrmwithin months’

Harebraine®ecurity Council policy not only succeedeth enrichingthe dishonestit alsovirtually destroyedhe program
Accordingto Gordon the U.S. andUK attemptedo preventkickbacksresultingfrom artificially low prices “ Insteadof
approvingpricesatthe beginningof eachsalegperiod (usuallyamonttj, in accordancevith normalcommercialpracticesthe
two allieswould simply withholdtheir approvalof the pricd until after the oil wassold— creatingabizarrescenarian which
buyershadto sigh contractaithoutknowing whatthe price wouldbe” Theresultwas® oil salescollapsedyforty percent
andalongwith themthefundsfor critical humanitariaimports”

Whatwe havehere accordingo GordonandRitter, is abarefacedattemptby criminalsto shift blameto theinnocent Gordon
concludes” Little of the blame cancredibly be laid at the feet of ‘the UN bureaucracy Far more of the fault lies with
policiesanddecisionf the SecurityCouncilin whichthe United Stateplayedacentralrole.”

http://blog.lege.net/content/Project_Censored_Media_Democracy_i.Sun Sep 17 17:47:19 2006



Updateby JoyGordon Theaccusationsgainsthe Oil for Food Prograrmhaveservedasa springboardor generabttackson the

credibility of the UnitedNationsasawhole, aswell aspersonahttackson Kofi Annan Forthe mostpartthe mainstreanmedia
hasseizedon the accusationsand repeatedhem without doingany of the researchthat would give the discussionmore
integrity. For example“ the United Nation$ is criticized for “ its” failures andthe SecretaryGeneralis then blamed
becausthesesvents' happenednhiswatch” Whatwasnotmentionedatall for the first yearof mediacoveragasthat* the

UN" is madeup of severaldifferent parts and that the part that designedandoversawthe Oil for Food Programwas the

SecurityCouncil whosedecisionsannotbeoverridderor modifiedin anywayby the SecretaryGeneralNot only that, while

themostvitriolic accusationagainsthe UN havecomefrom the UnitedStatesthe U.S. is in factthe mostdominantmember
of the SecurityCouncil TheU.S. agreedo all thedecisionsindproceduresf the Oil for FoodProgranthatarenowbeingso
harshlycriticizedas* failuresof the UnitedNations”

The mainstrearrpress for the mostpart hasrepeatedhat the Oil for Food Programlackedaccountability oversight or
transparencyVhatis moststriking aboutthis is thatthe elaboratestructureof oversighthatwasin factin place—andis never
mentionedht all—is so easily available It is on the prograns web site in completedetail along with huge amountsof
information makingthe prograrin fact highly transparenty et the mainstreanpresscoverageeflectsnoneof this.

Lastfall we sawthe beginningsof someacknowledgementf the U.S. responsibilityfor Irags ongoingsmuggling as some
Democratintroducedevidencen hearingghat all three U.S. administrationd&new of andsupportedragsillicit tradewith
JordarandTurkey, two key U.S. allies Thepresspickedthatup, butlittle else

Sincemy article cameout, therehasbeena gooddeal of presscoveragerom publicradio stationsandfrom foreign press In
addition | havetestified twice before Congressionatommitteeswherethe membersf Congressvereincredulouso hear
thatin fact the programoperatedery differently thanthey hadbeentold—eventhoughthe informationl providedthemwas
obvious basic publicly available andeasilyaccessible

Foradditionalinformation

Organizationsictivelyaddressinghesedssuesncludethe UN Associatiorandthe UN Foundation

Informationaboutthe accusationagainsthe prograncanbefoundat thefollowing sites http./Awwv.oilforfoodfactsorg

UN websiteonOil for Foodprogramhttp/Amwwv.unorgDeptgoin/

TheVolcker Committeanvestigatinghe accusationshttp:/Amw.iic-offp.org/

#7 Journalists FaceUnprecedentedDangersto Life and Livelihood

Sources
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www.truthoutorg, Feh 28 2005

Title: * DeadVlessengerdiowtheU.S. Military Threatengournalists

Author. SteveWeissman

http:/Mww.truthoutorgdocs 200302240%\.shtml

Title: * MediaRepressioi ‘Liberated Land

InterPres$Service Novemberl8 2004

Author. DahrJamail

http:/Mww.ipsnewshefinternaaspidnews-26333

FacultyEvaluator ElizabethBurch PhD.

StudenResearcheMichelle Jesolva

Accordingto the InternationalFederatiorof Journalist{IFJ)1, 2004wasthe deadliestyearfor reporterssince198Q when
recordsbeganto bekept Overal12monthspan 129 mediaworkerswerekilled and49 of thosedeathoccurredin the Iragi
conflict. Accordingto independenournalist Dahr Jamail journalists areincreasinglybeing detainedandthreatenedy the
U.S-installedinterim governmenin Irag Whenthe only safetyfor areporteris beingembeddedvith the U.S. military, the
reportedstoriestendto haveapositive spin Nonembeddedeporterssufferthegreatrisk of beingidentifiedasenemytargets
by themilitary.

Themostblatantattackonjournalistsoccurredthe mormingof April 8, 2004 whenthe Third Infantryfired on the Palestine
Hotelin Baghdadkiling camerameioseCouscand TarasProtsyukandinjuring three others Thehotel servedassheadquarters
for some100reportersandother mediaworkers The Pentagomfficials knewthat the PalestindHotel wasfull of journalists
andhadassurethe AssociatedPresghatthe U.S. would nottargetthe building Accordingto Truthout the Ammy hadrefused
to releaseherecordsof its investigation TheCommitteeto Protect]ournalistscreatedn 1981in orderto protectcolleagues
abroadrom governmentsand otherswho have no use for free and independentnedia filed suit underthe Freedomof
InformationAct to forcethe Army to releaséts results Thesanitizeccopyof thereleasableesultsshowechothingmorethan
aCommandenquiry.

Unsatisfiedwith the U.S. military’s investigation ReporterswWithout Borders an internationalorganizationthat works to
improvethelegalandphysicalsafetyof journalistsvorldwide conductedheir owninvestigationTheygathereavidencefrom
journalistan the PalestineHotel at the time of the attacks Thesewereeye withessaccountghatthe military neglectedo
includein their report The ReporterdVithout Bordersreportalso providedinformationdisclosedy othersembeddedvithin
theU.S. Amy, including the U.S. military soldiersandofficersdirectly involved in theattack The reportstatedthatthe U.S.
officials first lied aboutwhat hadhappenediuring the PalestineHotel attackandthen in anofficial statemenfour months
later, exoneratethe U.S. Army from anymistakeof errorin judgment Theinvestigatiorfoundthatthe soldiersin thefield did
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notknow thatthe hotel wasfull of journalists Olga Rodriguez ajournalistpresentatthe PalestineHotel during the attack
statecbn KPFA's DemocracyNow! thatthe soldiersandtankswerepresenatthe hotel 36 hoursbeforethefiring andthatthey
hadevencommunicategith the soldiers

Therehavebeerseverabtherunusuajournalistattacksincluding

%o March 22, 2003 Terry Lloyd, areporterfor British TV stationITN, waskilled whenhis convoycrossednto Iraq from
Kuwait. FrenchcameramaifrredericNeracandLebanesénterpreterHusseinOsmanboth in the convoy disappearedt the
samdime.2

%o June 2003 Accordingto Dahr Jamail within daysof the ‘handoverof powerto aninterim Iragi governmentn 2003 al
Jazeerfiadbeenaccusedf inaccurataeportingandwasbannedor one monthfrom reportingoutof Irag Thebanwaslater
extendedo “ indefinitely’ andtheinterimgovernmenannouncethatany al-Jazeergournalistiound reportingin Iraq would
bedetainedCorentinFleury, aFrenchfreelancephotographerandhisinterpreterBahktiyarAbdulla Hadad weredetainedby
the U.S. military whenthey wereleaving Fallujahbeforethe siegeof the city began Theywere both held in amilitary
detentiorfacility outsideof thecity andwere questioneéboutthe photosthatwere takenof bombstrickenFallujah Fleury
wasreleasedfterfive daysbuthisinterpreteyBahktiyarAbdullaHadagremained

%o April 82004 Thesamaday of theattackonthe PalestineHotel, Truthoutwrites the U.S. bombedthe Baghdaabffices of
AbuDhabiTV andAl-Jazeeravhile theywere preparingo broadcastkilling Al-JazeeraorrespondenitariqAyyoub August
17,2004 MazenDanawaskilled while flming (with permissioh a prison guardedby the U.S. military in a Baghdadsuburb
Accordingto Truthouts SteveWeissmarthe Pentagoiissuedastatemenbnemonthlaterclaiming thatthe troopshadacted
within therulesof engagemerd

%o March 4, 2005 Nicola Caliparj oneof Italyis highestrankingintelligenceofficials, wasshotdeadby U.S. troops He was
driving with Italian journalistGuilianaSgrenawho hadjustbeerreleasedrom captivity andwasonherwayto Baghdat$ airport
Sgrenasurvivedthe attack Shestatedn aninterviewwith Amy Goodmaron KPFA's DemocracyNow! thatthetroops® shotat
uswithoutanyadvertisinganyintention anyattempto stopusbeforé andtheyappearetb haveshotthe backof thecar4

In all caseslittle investigationhasbeenconducted no findings have beenreleasednd all soldiersinvolved have been
exonerated

At the World EconomicForum on apanetitled: “ Will DemocracySurvivethe Medig?” EasonJordan aCNN newschief,
commentedhatthe U.S. commandersncourag@ostility towardthe mediaandfail to protectjournalists especiallythosewho
choosenot to embedthemselvesinder military control According to Truthout during a discussionaboutthe numberof
journalistkilled duringthe Iraqwar, Jordanstatedthathe knewof 12 journalistsvhohadnotonly beenkilled by U.S. troops
but had beentargeted Jordanalso insistedthat U.S. soldiershad deliberatelyshot at journalists After the forum, Jordan
recantedhe statementandwasforcedto resignhisjob of 23yearsat CNN.

As amatterof military doctrine theU.S. military dominatesatall costseveryelementof battle including our perceptionof
whattheyda Theneedor control leadghe Pentagomo urgejournalistso embedhemselvesvithin the military, wherethey
cango wheretheyaretold andfim andtell storiesonly from a pro-Americanpointof view. ThePentagoroffers embedded
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journalistsagreatdealof protection Asthe Pentagoiseest, nonembeddegyesandearsdonot haveanymilitary significance
andunlesLCongressndthe Americanpeoplestopthem themilitary will continueto targetindependerjburnalists Admirals
andgeneralseetheworld oneway, reportersanotherthe clashleadso the death®f too manyjournalists

Updateby SteveWeissmanWhenTruthoutbossViarc Ash askedme earlierthis yearto look into the Pentagois killing of

journalists manyreporterselievedthatthe military waspurposeltargetinghem But, asl quickly found the crimewasmore
systemicandin manywaysworse As far asanyonehasyet proved nocommandingfficer everordereda subordinatéo fire on

journalistsassuch Not at Baghdats PalestineHotel in April 2003 Not at the Baghdactheckpointwheresoldierswounded
Italian journalist GiulianaSgrenaand killed her SecretService protectorin March 2005 Andnot anywhereelsein Iraq or

Afghanistan

How, then did the U.S. military endupkilling journalist®

It startedwith asimple decisior—the Pentagots absoluterefusalto take anyresponsibilityfor the lives of journalistswho
choseo work independentlyatherthanembedthemselvedn a British or Americanmilitary unit Despiterepeatedequests
from ReutersandothermajornewsorganizationdPentagofficials still refuseto takethe stepseededo reducehethreatto
independerjburnalists

1 The military mustbe forcedto respecthework that independerjburnalistsdo, protectthemwherepossible
andtrain soldiergo recognizehe obviousdifferencesetweenocketlauncherg@ndTV cameras

2 Commandemmeedo pasninformationaboutthewhereaboutsf journalistswith adirectordernot
to shootatthem

3. When soldiers do kill journalists the Pentagonneedsto hold them responsible
somethinghatnomilitary investigatiorhasyetdone

4. Whenthemilitary triesto forcibly excludgournalistsandotherwiseprevent
“ hostileinformatiorf aboultits operationssuchasits destructionof Falujah
Congressndthe medianeedo stepin andforcethe Pentagoro backoff.

One other problem needsurgent attention Military intelligence regularly
monitorsthe uplink equipmenthat reportersuseto transmittheir storiesand
communicatdy satellitephone But, asthe BBC's Nik Gowingdiscoveredthe
electronic intelligence mavensmake no effort to distinguish between
journalisticcommunicationandthoseof enemyforces All the sensingdevices
dois look for electronictraffic betweenthe monitoreduplinks and known
enemies

In Gowingsview, this led the Americansto orderarocket attackonthe Kabul
office of the Arab broadcasteAl Jazeerawhose journalistskept regular
contactwith the Talibanaspartof theirjournalisticcoverage

http://blog.lege.net/content/Project_Censored_Media_Democracy_i.Sun Sep 17 17:47:19 2006



Todate neitherCongressior the military havedonewhattheyneedto do to
protect unembeddedournalists and the information they provide More
shamefullythe massnediacontinuego underplaythe story.

But, for thosewhowarntit, reliableinformationis easilyavailable eitherfrom
the Committeeto Protect Journalists Reporterswithout Borders or the
InternationaFederatiorof Journalists

NOTES

1 wwww.if .org

”m

2 “Missing ITN Crew May Have Come Under ‘Friendly Fire,
www.guardiarco.uk/iradf Story/0,276391983200html, March23 2003

3. DemocracyNow March 23 2005 Wounded SpanishJournalist Olga
Rodrigueadescribeshe U.S. Attack on the PalestingHotel thatkilled two of
hercolleagues

4. DemocracyNow! April 27, 2005 Giuliana SgrenaBlastsU.S. Cover Up,
Callsfor U.S. andltaly to leavelrag

#8lraqi Farmers ThreatenedBy Bremer' sMandates

Sources

Grain October2004

Title:* IragsNewPatentaw: A Declaratiorof WaragainsFarmers

Authors Focusonthe Global SouthandGRAIN

TomPainesom October26, 2004

Title: * AdventureCapitalismi

Author. GregPalast
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TheEcologist Februan, 2005

Title:* U.S. Seekingto Totally Re-engineetraqi TraditionalFarmingSystem
into aU.S.-style CorporateAgribusiness

Author. JeremySmith

FacultyEvaluator Johnwingard Ph D.

StudenResearcheCaryBarker

In his article* AdventureCapitalisni’ GregPalastexposeghecontentsof a
secreplanfor “ imposinganewregimeof low taxeson big businessandquick
saleof Irags banksandbridges—in fact ‘ALL stateenterprisés—to foreign
operators This economymakeovelplan he claims “ goesboldly where no
invasionplanhasgonebefore”

This highly detailed program which beganyears before the tanks rolled,
outlinesthe small print of doing businessinderoccupationOneof thegoalsis
to imposeintellectualpropertylaws favorableto multinationals Palastcalls
this“ historys first military assaulplanappendedo aprogramfor toughening
thetargetnatioriscopyrightlaws”

It alsoturnsoutthat thoseof uswho mayhavethoughtt wasall aboutthe oil
weremostly right “ The planmakest clearthat—evenif we didrit go in for
the oil—we certainlyworit leavewithoutit.”

In aninterviewwith PalastGroverNorquist the* capaodi capiof the lobbyist
amyof theright,” makegthe plansevenmore clearwhenhe responds* The
rightto trade propertyrights thesethingsarenot to be determinedby some
democrati@lection” No, thesethingswereto bedeterminedby the Coalition
ProvisionalAuthority, theinterimgovernmenkeadby the U.S.

Beforeheleft his position CPAadministratoPaul Bremer“ theleaderof the
Caoalition ProvisionalAuthority issuedexactly 100 ordersthat remaddraq in
theimageof the EconomyPlan” Theseorderseffectively changedragilaw.

A goodexampleof this businesdnvasioninvolves agriculture The details of
thispart of the “ marketmakeover’ arelaid out in the Grainwebsitearticle
called" IragsnewPatentaw. adeclaratiorof waragainsfarmers’

“ Order81" of the 100 is entitled “ Patent Industrial Design Undisclosed
Information IntegratedCircuits andPlant Variety.” Accordingto Grain staff
writers this order” madat illegal for Iraqi farmersto re-useseeddharvested
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from newvarietiegegistereduinderthelaw.” PlantVariety Protection(PVP)
isthetool usedor definingwhichseedsrere-useableandwhicharenot PVP
“ isanintellectualpropertyright or akind of patentfor plant varietieswhich
givesan exclusivemonaopolyright on planting materialto aplant breedemwho
claimsto havediscoverecbr developedanew variety. Sothe* protectiori in
PVP hasnothing to do with conservationbut refersto safeguardingdf the
commercialnterestsof private breedergusuallylarge corporationf claiming
to havecreatedhenewplants’

Dovetailing with this orderis a plan to “ re-educatefarmer$ in order to
increasetheir production As partof a$107 million “ project facilitated by
TexasA&M, farmerswill be given equipmentand new high-yielding PVP
protectedseedsJeremySmithfrom the Ecologistpointsout that, “ After one
year farmerawill seesoaringproductionlevels Many will beonly too willing
to abandortheir old ways in favor of the new technologiesOut will go
traditionalmethodsIn will comeimportedAmericanseeds Then basecbn
the new patentlaws “ any ‘client (or ‘farmet asthey were once knowr)
wishingto growoneof their seeds paysalicensingfeefor eachvariety.”

Smithexplainghat* Undertheguiseof helpinglragbackon its feet the U.S.
settingout to re-engineetthe countrys traditionalfarming systerrinto aU.S--
stylecorporateagribusiness In thattraditional system“ 97 percentof Iraqi
farmersusedtheir own savedseedor bought seedfrom local markets' He
continues “ Unfortunately this vital heritageand knowledgebaseis now
believedost, thevictim of the currentcampaigrandthe manyyearsof conflict
thatprecededt.”

Of course this project will also introduce “ new chemicals—pesticides
herbicidesfungicides all soldto the Iragis by corporationssuchasMonsanto
Cargill andDow.”

As Grain staffwriters point out, “ over the pastdecademanycountriesof the
South have been compelledto adopt seed patent laws through bilateral
treaties with the U.S. The Iragi situation however is differentin that* the
adoptionof the patentlaw was not part of negotiationsbetweensovereign
countriesNor did asovereigriaw-makingbodyenacit asreflectingthewill of
thelragi people’ Essentially theU.S. hagrenegednits promiseof freedom
for the Iragi people The actionsof theU.S. clearly showthatthewill of the
Iragi peopleis notrelevant PaulBremets 100ordersamakesureit will staythat
way. Grainargues Iradsfreedomandsovereigntywill remainquestionablédor
aslong aslragjis do nothavecontrolover whattheysow grow, reapandeat”
Palassaygoignantly“ Thefreemarketparadisén Iraqis notfree”

Updateby GregPalastln February2003 White HousespokesmadAri Fleisher
announcethe preparationfor “ Operatioriragji Liberatior!f —O.I.L.

| carit makethesethingsup
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I’'mnotoneof the thosepeoplewho believesGeorgeBushled usinto Iraq for
the oil but, from the documents’ve obtainedlit’s clearthat we sureas hell
arer't leavingwithoutit.

At BBC TelevisionNewsnightwhich hasgrantedne journalisticasylumfrom
the commerciallycrazedmadhouseof the American news market we ran
Fleishetsannouncemef operatiorO.l.L. (latercorrectedo Operationlragi
Freedom—OIF!). More importantly we ran a seriesof stories—which | also
developedor Harpels Magazinein the USA—on the pre-invasionplansto
slice up andsell off Irags assets” especiallythe oil,” in the termsof one
StateDepartmensecretiocument

After we got our handson the confidential documentto “ Move Irags
EconomyForward —i.e. sell off its oil—we atBBC putGenerallayGarner
onthe air. Garney whomthe presidentappointedasviceroy over the newly-
conqueredrag, confirmedthe planto sell off Irags oil—andhis refusal to
carry out the deed U.S. DefenseSecretaryDonald Rumsfeldfired him and
smearediimfor hisdissent Thiswasbig, big newsin Europewherel reportedt
—butin theU.S. the storywasburied

Welaterdiscoveredhattheplanto sell off Iragsoil wasreplacedy another
confidentialplan This one 323 pagedongandliterally written by oil industry
consultantavasobtainedby BBC andHarpetsafteraprotractedegalwar with
the StateDepartmentWe discoveredinterestingly thatthis industry planto
createastateoil companyfavorableto OPECwasfirst conceivedn February
2001 In other words invasionwas in the works including stratagemgor
controlling Irags oil, within weeks of GeorgeBustis first inaugurationand
well beforethe Septembet 1 attack

Thediscovenyof this planfor Irads oil, receivedexactly zerocoveragédy the
U.S.“ mainstrearh press Only HarpetsMagazinegaveit full playalongwith
those wonderful internet sites (Buzzflash Guerrila News
WorkingForChangeCommonDreamdAlternetandmore) that cussedlyinsist
onprinting newsfrom abroachot approvedy the PowersThatBe

Blessthem They, ProjectCensoregandHarpers havemy deepesthanksfor
bringingmywordsbackhome

Wantto seethetelevisionyoure notsupposetb se@TheBritish Broadcasting
Corporatiorhasgraciousiykept my reportsavailableasinternetvideo archives

Go to www.GregPalastomandclick onthe“ WatchBBC’ buttonsfor the

stories effectively censoredby the U.S. news lords and the Bush

Administratioris chorusof journalistcastrati

Finally, | mustgive specialthanksto our tean’s specialinvestigatoron Irag,
Leni von Eckardt to brilliant BBC producerMeirion Jonesto the stalwart
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editorsof Harpels Magazinewhowithstoodlegalthreatsto publishthe story;
and to TomPainecom which has always provided a refuge for the best
investigativereportingAmericannewspapersorit print.

#91ran’sNewQil Trade SystemChallengedJ.S. Currency

Source

GlobalResearcts, October27

Title:* IranNextU.S. Target

Author. William Clark

FacultyEvaluator Phil Beard Ph D.

StudenResearcheBrianMiller

TheU.S. mediatells usthatlranmaybethenexttargetof U.S. aggressionThe
anticipatedexcuseis Iraris allegednuclearweapongrogram William Clark
tells usthat economicreasonsmay havemoreto do with U.S. concernsover
Iranthananyweapon®f massiestruction

In mid-2003 Iran broke from tradition and beganacceptingeurodollarsas
paymenfor its oil exportsfrom its EU. andAsian customersSaddanHussein
attempteda similar bold step back in 2000 and was met with a devastating
reactionfrom the U.S. Iraq now hasnochoiceaboutusingU.S. dollarsfor oil
sales(Censored004#19). However Irags planto openaninternationaloil
exchangenarketfor tradingoil in the eurocurrencyis amuchlargerthreatto
U.S. dollar supremacghaniragsswitchto euros

While thedollaris still the standaraturrencyfor tradinginternationabil sales
in 2006 Iranintendsto setupanoil exchangdor boursg thatwould facilitate
globaltradingof oil betweenindustrializedanddevelopingountriesy pricing
salesin the eurg or “ petroeurd To this end they are creatinga eure

denominatethternetbasedil exchangesystemfor global oil sales Thisis a
directchallengeo U.S. dollar supremacin theglobaloil market It is widely
speculatethatthe U.S. dollarhasbeeninflatedfor sometime nowbecausef
the monopoly position of “ petrodollars in oil trades With the level of
nationaldebt thevalueof thedollar hasbeerheldartificially highcomparedo

othercurrencies
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The vast majority of the world's oil is tradedon the New York NYMEX
(Mercantile Exchangg and the London IPE (International Petroleum
Exchangg and asmentionedby Clark, both exchangesireownedby U.S.
corporationsBoth of theseoil exchangesransacoil tradesin U.S. currency
Iraris plan to createanew oil exchangewould facilitate tradingoil on the
world marketin euros The eurohasbecomea somewhatstrongerand more
stabletradingmediunmthanthe U.S. dollarin recentyears Perhapghis is why
Russia Venezuela and somemembersof OPEChave expressednterestin
moving towardsa petroeurosystemfor oil transactionsWithout a doubt a
successfulranian oil boursemay createmomentumfor other industrialized
countriego stopexchangingheir owncurrenciedor petrodollarsn orderto
buyoil. A shift awayfrom U.S. dollarsto eurosin the oil marketwould cause
thedemandor petrodollargo drop perhapscausinghe valueof thedollar to
plummet A precipitousdropin the valueof the U.S. dollar would undermine
the U.S. positionasaworld economideader

Chinais amajorexporterto the United Statesandits tradesurpluswith the
U.S. meanghat Chinahasbecomethe world's secondargestholderof U.S.
currencyreservegJaparis thelargestolderwith $800billion, andChinaholds
over$600billion in T-bills). Chinawould lose enormouslyif they were still
holdingvastamountof U.S. currencywhenthe dollar collapsedindassumed
morerealisticvalue Maintainingthe U.S. asamarketfor theirgoodsis apre
eminenigoal of Chinesefinancial policy, but they areincreasinglydependent
onlranfor theirvital oil andgasmports The Chinesegovernmenis carefulto
maintainthe value of the yuan linked with the U.S. dollar (8.28 yuanto 1
dollan. This artificial linking makesthem effectively, onecurrency But the
Chinesegovernment has indicated interestin delinking the dollaryuan
arrangementwhich could result in animmediatefall in the dollar. More
worrisomeis the potentiality of Chinato abandorits ongoingprolific purchase
of U.S. Treasurieslebt—should they becomedispleasedvith U.S. policies
towarddran

Unstablesituationscannotbe expectedto remainstatic It is reasonableo

expectthat the Chineseare hedgingtheir bets It is unreasonableo expect
thattheyplanto beleft holdingdevaluediollarsafterasudderdeclinein their
value It is possiblethat the artificial situationcould continuefor sometime,

but this will be due largelyto the fact that the Chinesewantit that way:.

RegardlessChinaseemsto be in the procesf unloadingsomeof its U.S.

dollarreserved the world marketto purchaseil reservesandmostrecently
attemptedo buy Unoca) aCaliforniacbaseabil company

Theirony isthat apparent).S. plansto invadelran put pressur@nthe Chinese
to abandortheir supportof the dollar. Clark wamsthat “ a unilateral U.S.
military strike on Iran would further isolatethe U.S. governmentandit is
conceivablehatsuchanovertactioncould provokeotherindustrializednations
to abandorthe dollarenmassg Perhapshe U.S. plannerghink thatthey can
cornerthe marketin oil militarily. But from ClarKs point of view, “ a U.S.
interventiorin Iranis likely to prove disastroudor the United States making
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matteramuchworseregardingnternationalterrorism not to mentionpotential
adverseeffectsonthe U.S. economy Themore likely outcomeof an Iran
invasionwould be that just asin Irag, Iranian oil exports would dry up,

regardlesof what currencythey are denominatedn, and Chinawould be
compelledo abandorthedollarandbuyoil from Russia—likely in euros The
conclusioristhat U.S. leaderseemto haveno ideawhatthey aredoing Clark
pointsoutthat “ World oil productionis now flat out, andamajor interruption
would escalat®il pricesto alevelthatwould setoff aglobaldepressiofi

Updateby William Clark Following the completionof my essayin October
2004 threeimportantstoriesappearethat dramaticallyraisedthe geopolitical
stakedor the BushAdministration First, on October28 2004 Iran andChina
signedahugeoil andgastradeagreemenfvaluedbetweer70and$100 billion
dollars)11t shouldalsobe notedthatChinacurrently receivesl3 percentof
its oil importsfrom Iran The Chinesegovernmeneffectivelydrewa” line in
thesand aroundiranwhenit signecthis hugeoil andgasdeal Despitedesires
by U.S. elitesto enforcepetrodollathegemonypy force thegeopoliticalrisks
of aU.S. attackon Iraris nuclearfacilities would surelycreatea seriouscrisis
betweenVashingtorandBeijing.

An articlethat addressedomeof the strategicrisksappearedh the December
2004edition of the Atlantic Monthly.2 This story by Jamed-allowsoutlined
themilitary war gamesgainstran thatwereconductedduringthe summerand
autumrof 2004 Thesenvargamingsessionsvereled by ColonelSamGardiney
aretiredAir Forcecolonelwhofor morethantwo decadesanwargamesitthe
National War College andother military institutions Eachscenarioled to a
dangerougscalatiorin both Iran andlrag Indeed Col. Gardinersummarized
thewar gamesith thefollowing conclusion® After all this effort, | amleft
with two simple sentencefor policymakersYou haveno military solutionfor
theissuef Iran And youhaveto makediplomacywork.” 3

Thethird andfinal newsitem that revealedhe Bush Administratioris intent to attack Iran wasprovided by investigative
reporterSeymourHersh The Januan2005issueof TheNew Yorker (“ The ComingWars ) includedinterviewswith high-
level U.S. intelligencesourceswho repeatediytold Hershthat Iran was indeedthe next strategictarget4 However asa
permanentnemberof the UN SecurityCouncil Chinawill likely vetoanyU.S. resolutioncalling for military actionagainst
Iran A unilateralmilitary strike on Iran would isolate the U.S. governmenin the eyesof the world community andit is
conceivablehatsuchanovertactioncould provokeotherindustrializechationso abandotthedollarin droves| referto thisin
mybookasthe* roguenationhypothesis

While centralbankerghroughoutheworld communitywould be extremelyreluctanto “ dumpthedollar,” thereasondor
anysuchdrasticreactiorarelikely straightforwardrom their perspective-the globalcommunityis dependenn theoil and
gasenergysuppliesfoundin the PersianGulf. Numerousoil geologistsarewarningthat global oil productionis now running
“flat out” Hence any suchefforts by the internationalcommunity that resultedin a dollar currency crisis would be
undertaker-notto cripple the U.S. dollar andeconomyaspunishmentowardsthe Americanpeopleper se—but ratherto
thwartfurtherunilaterawarfareandits potentiallydestructiveeffectsonthecritical oil productiorendshippinginfrastructure
in the PersianGulf. Barring aU.S. attack it appeardmminentthat Iran's eurodenominateail boursewill openin March
20065 Logically, themostappropriaté).S. strategyis compromisavith the EU. andOPECtowardsadualcurrencysystenfor
internationabil trades

http://blog.lege.net/content/Project_Censored_Media_Democracy_i.Sun Sep 17 17:47:19 2006



Foradditionalinformation Readerdnterestedn learningmore aboutthe dollareurooil currencyconflict andthe upcoming
geologicalphenomenomeferredto asPeakOil canreadWiliam Clarks new book PetrodollatWarfare Oil, Iraq and the
Futureof the Dollar. Available from New Society Publisherswwww.newsocietycom www.amazorcomor from your local
bookstore

NOTES

1 * China Iransignbiggestoil & gasdeal” ChinaDaily, October31, 2004 http:/Amwwv.chinadailycomer/endlistidog2004 10
3lcontent38714thtm

2 James-allows “ Will IranbeNext?” Atlantic Monthly, DecembeP004 pgs 97-11Q

3. James$-allows ibid.

4. SeymouHersh* TheComingWars” TheNew Yorker, Januan24th-31stissue 2005 pgs 40-47. Postecbnline Januaryl7,
2005 Online http/AMwww.newyorkerconifactcontent050124a fact

5.“ Oil boursecloserto reality,” IranManiacom DecembeR8 2004 Online http:/Awwv.iranmaniacomNewgArticleView/
Defaultas@ArchiveNews YestNewsCode2817@&NewsKind=BusinessEconomy

#10Mountaintop RemovalThreatensEcosystenand Economy

Source

Earthfirst Nov-Dec2004

Title:* SeeYouin the Mountains KatuahEarthFirst ConfrontdViountaintopRemoval

Author. JohnConner

FacultyEvaluator ErvandPetersonPh D.

StudenResearcheAngelaSciortino
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Mountaintopremovalis anewform of coal mining in which companieslynamitethe topsof mountaingo collect the coal
underneatiMultiple peaksare blown off anddumpecdntohighlandwatershedslestroyingentire mountairrangesMore than
1,000 miles of streamshavebeendestroyedy this practicein West Virginia alone Mountaintop removalendangersand
destroysntirecommunitiesvith massivesedimentiamsandnon stopexplosions

Accordingto Fred Mooney anactive membeiof the Mountain Factionof KatuahEarthFirst, “ MTR is anecocidalmining
practicein which greedycoalcompaniesisemillions of poundsof dynamiteaday (threemillion poundsadayin the southwest
Virginia alon§ to blow upentiremountairrangesn orderto extractasmallamounbf coal” Hegoeson to saythat” Thenas
if thatwasr't badenoughtheydumpthewastento valleysandriverbeds Thecombinatiorof theseelementffectively kills
everythingn theecosystems

Moststatesareresponsibléor permittingandregulatingmining operationsinderthe SurfaceMining Control Act. Now MTR
istrying to breakinto Tennessespecifically ZebMountainin the northeastBecausd ennessedid suchapoorjobin the 705
the staterenouncedontrol andall miningis nowregulatedunderthefederalOffice of SurfaceMlining. ThismakesTennessee
uniquebecausectivistshaverecoursén thefederalcourtsto stopmountaintopemoval

Thecoalindustryhascoinedmanylessmenacingiamegor mountaintopemoval suchascrossrangemining surfacemining and
othersBut regardles®f the euphemisyMTR remainsamongthe mostperniciousorms of mining ever conceivedBlasting
mountairtopswith dynamitds cheapethanhiring minerswho belongto a union More than40000havebeeniost to MTR in
WestVirginia alone

Ninety-threenew coal plantsare beingplannedor constructionthroughouthe U.S. Demandor coalwill increaseasthese
newfacilities arecompletedOll is startingto runout andthereareno concreteplansfor atransitionto renewableresources
suchaswind andsolarenergy Coalcompanieshereforewill bewell-positionedto capitalizeon their growingmarket Katuah
EarthFirstl (KEF) is oneof severabroupgesistingTR.

Thecoal takenfrom ZebMountainis beingburnedby the Tennesse®alley Authority, andcontinuego causeenvironmental
damageKEF wantsto raiseawarenesanddirect attentionto the perpetrators-TVA andthe Office of SurfaceMining

(OSM). KEF emphasizethat” the issueof mountaintop removaiis not justalocal one It is intertwinedwith manyglobal

issuessuchascorporatedominationof communitiesthe homogenizatiorof local culturesand the over consumptiorof our

wastefulsociety’

Fourfederalagencieghatreviewapplicationdor coal mineshaveenteredanagreementhatwould give stategovernmentsn
optionthat could speedupthe process The Amy Corpsof EngineersEnvironmentaProtectionAgency Fish andWildlife
ServiceandOffice of SurfaceMining saidthatthe agreementvasintendedo streamlinethe proceduresompaniegjo through
whenapplyingfor permitsto startsurfacecoalmines includingthosethatremoveentiremountaintopso unearthcoal 1

Environmentabroupsarebeginningo challengehesepoliciesin federaldistrictcourt The currentprogramellowsthe Army
Corpsof Engineerso issueageneralpermitfor acategoryof activitiesunderthe CleanWaterAct if they* will causenly
minimal adverseenvironmentakeffects accordingto federal regulation Coal companieghen also must seek individual
“ authorizationis fromthe Corpsfor the projectsfor whichtheyhavereceivedagenerapermit2

Accordingto the BushAdministration thefederaljudgewhoblockedthe streamlinepermitting of new mountaintopremoval
coalmineshasoversteppedhis authority Lawyersfor the Army Corpsof Engineersaskedhfederalappealgourtto overturn
the July 2004ruling by U.S. District JudgeJoseptR. Goodwin Industry lawyerscriticized Goodwinsdecisionasthe “ latest
unwarrantecdndimpermissiblelismantling of mountaintopemovalregulationsy federaljudgesn SoutheriVestVirginia.3
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Updateby JohnConner The destructionsof highland watershedsare a crime againstthe very future The Appalachian
Mountainsaresomeof the mostdiversein the world. Areasincredibly richin biodiversityare beingturnedinto the biological

equivalenof parkinglots. It is the final solutionfor 200 million-yearold mountains Sincedynamiteis cheapethanpeople

MTR hasbrokenthe backof the mining unionsin WestVirginia, massivesedimentlamsthreaterto bury entire communities
watertablesaredestroyedandwells dry up It is aform of culturalgenocidedriving amountainpeoplefrom their hills—then
destroyinghehills themselves

TherehasbeenadirectimpactonMarshFork Elementarywhereamassivesedimentdamloomsabovethe elementaryschool
Over 18 people have beenarrestedfor nonviolent civil disobediencerying to protectthe children of that school
Additionally, MountainJusticeSummeiasbeguracampaigimodelecbn RedwoodandMississippiSummerswherefolks from
all overNorth Americahavecometo ourregionto helpusdefendour mountains

Whenthe Martin County coalimpoundmerburst it releaseanorethan20timesthe wastevolumeinto acommunitythanthe
ExxonValdez spill—yet the coal industry successfullysuppressethestory. The coalindustryis incredibly powerful and
thereexistsa glassceiling on howfar ourstoriesgo Thestory of thefolks committingcivil disobediencéor the first time in
history in WestVirginia to resistMountain Top Removalwasplacedon the AP—but virtually no outletsoutsideof West
Virginia pickedit up

Peoplecangetmoreinformationonthis issueat mountainjusticesummerg.

Thissite haseverything—links, picturesandstateby-stateactivities From thereyou cansignyourselfupfor our electronic
newsletteandfind outwhatis goingonin all the statesinderattackby MountainTopRemoval

NOTES

1 Inside Energywith Federallands February7, 2005" Environmentalistsueto block procesdor Ky. Mountaintopmining
operations

2 AssociatedPressFebruaryll, 2005 “ Federabgenciesvill work togethetto speedipminingpermits”

3. CharlestorGazettgWestVirginia), March22, 2005 Tuesday" Bush Industryseekreversabf miningruling.”

#11 Universal Mental ScreeningProgram UsurpsParental Rights

Sources

AshevilleGlobalReport(British MedicalJourngl,No. 284 June?4-30, 2004

Title: * BushPlansTo ScreerWWholeU.S. PopulatiorFor Mentallliness

Author. Jeannd&.enzer
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http:/Mww.agrmewsrglissues28442

TruthNews Septembet32004

Title: * ForcingKids Into aMentalHealthGhettd

CongressmaRonPaul

http:/Mww.truthnewsetworld/’2004090078tm

FacultyEvaluator David VanNuysPhD.

StudenResearchersohnFerritta Matt Johnson

In April of 2002 PresidenBush appointeda 22 membercommissiorcalled the Presideris New FreedomCommissionon
MentalHealthin orderto “ identify policiesthat couldbeimplementedby Federal Stateandlocal governmentso maximize
the utility of existing resourcesimprove coordinationof treatmentsand services and promote successfulcommunity
integrationfor adultswith aseriousmentalillness andchildren with a seriousemotional disturbancé 1 Membersof this
commissiorinclude physiciansin the mental healthfield andat leastone (RobertN. Postlethwajt former employeeof
pharmaceuticaiantEly Lilly andCo.

In July of 2003 the commissionpublishedthe resultsof their study They found that mental health disordersoften go
undiagnosedndrecommendetb the Presidenthat thereshouldbe more comprehensivecreeningor mentalillnessesfor
peopleof all agesincluding pre-school agechildren In accordancavith their findings the commissiorrecommendedhat
schoolsverein a“ keypositiorf to screerthe52million student@ndé million adultemployeesf our natiorisschools?

The commissioralsorecommendetinking the screeningsvith treatmentand support They recommendedsingthe Texas
MedicationAlgorithm Project(TMAP) as amodeltreatmentsystenB TMAP, which wasimplementedn Texas$ publicly

fundedmentalhealthcaresystemwhile GeorgeW. Bushwasgovernorof Texas4 is adiseasenanagemengrogramthat aids
physiciandn prescribingdrugsto patientsasean clinical history, backgroundsymptomsandpreviousresults It wasthe first

progranin the United Statesaimedat establishingnedicationguidelinedor treatingmentakhealthillnesses Basically it is an
algorithmthatrecommendspecificdrugswhichshouldbeusedo treatspecificdiseases-undingfor TMAP wasprovidedby a
RobertWood JohnsorGrantaswell asseveramajor drug companiesThe projectbegarin 1995asanallianceof individuals
from pharmaceuticalompanieshe Universityof Texasandthe mentalhealthandcorrectionsystem®f Texast

Critics of mentalhealthscreeningnd TMAP claim thatit is apayoff to PharmaceuticatompaniedViany cite Allen Jonesa
formeremployeef the Pennsyivani@ffice of the InspectoiGeneral He wasfired whenhe revealedhat manykey officials

whohaveinfluenceoverthe medicationplanin his statereceivednonetaryperksandbenefitsfrom pharmaceuticatompanies
whichbenefitedfrom their drugsbeingin the medicationalgorithm TMAP alsopromoteghe useof newer moreexpensive
anti-psychoticdrugs Resultsof studiesconductedn the United StatesandGreatBritain found that usingthe older, more

establishedntipsychoticdrugsasafront line treatmentatherthanthe newerexperimentabirugsmakesnore senseUnder
TMAP, the Ely Lilly drug olanzapinea new atypical antipsychotiadrug is usedasafirst line treatmentatherthanamore
typical anti-psychotiamedicationPerhapdt is becausé&ly Lilly hasseveratiesto the Bushfamily, whereGeorgeBushSr. was
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amembeof theboardof directors George\. BushalsoappointecEly Lilly C.EOQ. SidneyTaurelto aseatonthe Homeland
SecurityCouncil Of Ely Lilly 's$L6 million political contributionsin 200Q 82percentwentto RepublicansndGeorgeWw.
Bush7

In Novemberof 2004 Congressappropriatedi20 million8 to implementthe findings of the New FreedomCommissionon
Mental Health This would include mandatonyscreeningoy schoolsfor mentalhealthillnesses CongressmaRon Paul R-
Texasintroducedan amendmento the appropriationsbills which would withhold funding for mandatorymental health
screeningandrequireparentatonsentandnotification His amendmenthoweverwasvoteddownby awide margin(95-315in
theHouseof Representatived Paul adoctorandlong-time membeiof the AmericanAssociatiorof Physiciangind Surgeons
(AAPS) states” At issuds thefundamentafight of parentsto decidewhatmedicaltreatments appropriatdor their children
Thenotionof federalbureaucraterderingpotentiallymillions of youngstergo takepsychotropiadrugdike Ritalin strikesan
emotionathordwith Americanparents Paulsayghe allegatiort thatwe havea nationof childrenwith undiagnoseanental
disorderrying out for treatments patentlyfalse” andwarnsthat mentalhealthscreeningcould beusedto label children
whoseattitudes religious beliefs andpolitical views conflict with establishedloctrine Paulfurther warnsthat an obvious
majorbeneficianyof thislegislationis the pharmaceuticahdustry The AAPS hasdecriedthis legislation which theysaywill
leadto mandatonypsychologicatestingof everychild in Americawithout parentalconsentand“ heapevenmore coercive
pressur@nparentto medicatechildrenwith potentiallydangerousideeffects”

Updateby Jeanné.enzer Whetheriit’sthepills wetakeor the oil weuse it wouldbereassuringo knowthatthe information
usedo developnewmedicinesr to utilize naturalresourcesvisely is basedn science—not corporatespin

But blandishmentsom Big Pharmato politiciansanddoctorshaveaprofoundeffectonhealthcarein the U.S., makingmedical
researcltloserto propagandtnanscienceattimes

Oneway drug companiesn collusionwith doctorsincreasetheir marketshards to expandthe definition of diseases/Vhen
diagnosticriteriawere liberalizedfor attentiondeficit disordetin 1991, the numberof childrendiagnosequmpedby about60
percent

TheAmericanPsychiatricAssociatior(APA) acknowledgeth the July 2004issueof AdvocacyNewsthat “ TheBMJ storyhas
gainedsometractionin derivativereportsonthe Internet’ But, they boasted" mainstreammediahavenot touchedhe story;
in partthankgto APA’'swork, for whichthe [Bush) Administrationis appreciativé 10

TheAPA's boasis curious Thearticle wasthemostdownloadechrticlein thehistory of theBMJ. It clearlystruckanerve
with apublicwaryof doctorsandpoliticianswhosepocketsarelined with drugcompanymoney

Giventheinterestn the BMJ story, it would seenthatthe APA, insteadf attemptingo keepthe storyoutof the mainstream
mediawould be anxiousto counterthe widely circulatedstatementi the article It would alsoseemthat the mainstream
presscould providethe Administrationandthe APA thebestpossiblevehicle to counterthesesupposedactualerrorsin the
BMJarticle

But, the facts might provedifficult to squarewith the public. More thanonein every 100toddlersandpreschoolers the
United Statesareonpowerfulpsychiatriadrugs suchasRitalin andProzag¢accordingo astudypublishedn the February2000
issueof the Journabf the AmericanMedical Association
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JosephT. Coyle M.D., wrote in an accompanyingeditorial “ It appearghat behaviorallydisturbed children are now
increasinglysubjectedto quick and inexpensivepharmacologidixes, asopposedto informed mutimodaltherapy’ He
concluded" Thesedisturbingprescriptionpracticesuggestagrowing crisisin mentahealthservicego childrenanddemand
morethoroughinvestigatior?

Butinsteacbf issuingwarningsaboutovermedicatioor inappropriatgorescribingthe expertsonthe New FreedomCommission
warm ominouslythat too few children arereceivingtreatmentfor mentalillness They cite escalatingiumbersof toddlers
expelledfrom daycareasevidenceof potentially seriougpsychologicabroblems—problemsto bediagnosedindcuredwith
mentalhealthscreeningndpills. Socialandeconomiaeasonsor therisein kiddie expulsionsreleft unexamined

Asbadasthis is for thoseput ondrugsandlabeled' mentallyill ,” the far biggerconcernis the creationof adiseaséor every
drug asituationmadepossibldoy the handin-gloverelationshibetweerindustryandthe government

NOTES

1 http/Awwv.mentalhealthcommissiaov.

2. http/Aww.worldnetdailyconinewdarticleasARTICLE 1D=39078

3. http/Awwwv.worldnetdailyconinewdarticleasPARTICLE 1D=39078

4. http:/Mmww.worldnetdailycominewsarticleasfPARTICLE 1D=39078

5. http/Awwv.newsmedicainetd=3084

6. http/Awv.worldnetdailyconinewdarticleasARTICLE 1D=39078

7. http/Aww.worldnetdailyconinewdarticleasARTICLE 1D=39078

8. http/Awwv.truthnewsnetworld/2004090078itm

9. http/Aww.worldnetdailyconinewdarticleasPARTICLE 1D=41606

10 SeeMedicatingAliah: http:/Ammv.motherjonesomnewdfeaturé200305medicating aliahhtml.

Alliancefor HumanResearciProtectior' http/Awwv.ahrporg’ wwww.ahrporg http:/mmw.psychorgjoin_ apémbnewsletters
advocactAdvNewsJuh?004htni21.

#12Military in Iraq Contracts Human Rights Violators
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MotherJonesNovembetDecembe004

Title: * Dirty Warriors How SouthAfrican Hitmen SerbiarParamilitariesandOtherHumanRightsViolatorsBecamesunsfor
Hire for Military Contractorédn Irag’

Author. Barry Yeoman

www.corpwatckorg March7, 2005

Title:* IntelligenceInc.”

Author. PratapChatterjee

www.law.com May 11, 2004

Title: * Untested_awKey in Iragi AbuseScandél

Author. JonathaiGroner

FacultyEvaluator Rick Williams, JD

StudenResearchebDanielleHallstein

TheUnited Stategjovernmenis contractingprivatefirms to recruit hire, andtrain civiliansto performdutiesnormallydoneby
military personnel These corporate employeesare sent to fill empty positions as prison guards military police and
interrogatorsat United Stateamilitary baseavorldwide including Iraq Afghanistan and Cuba Independenbf the United
Statesmilitary, theseemployeesare not held accountableby military law. Many of the recruits are citizens with prior
experiencaspolicemeror soldiersHowever anumberof theemployeeavebackgroundasmercenarieandsoldierswho
foughtfor repressiveegimesthroughouttheworld, suchasin SouthAfrica, Chile, and Yugoslavia Employeedrom someof
thesefirms haverecentlybeenindicatedn prisonerabuseatthe Abu Ghraibprisonin Irag

ThePentagomlaimsthatit cannolongerfight thewar onterrorwithout enlistingthe helpof private contractorsThe reason
for this inability is that the numberof active troopsin the United Statesmilitary hasdroppedfrom 2.1 million to 1.4 million

sincethe endof the Cold War. This putsalot of pressureoncompaniego fill positionsasquickly aspossible Onenegative
consequenaef this rushechiring is thelack of in-depthbackgroundcheckson applicantsManyrecruitshavebeenimplicated
in pasthumarrightsviolations includingtortureandkilling . Oneof theseex-soldierturnedUnited StatesemployeesvasGary
Branfield who waskilled in afirefight with Iraqi soldiersin the springof 2004 In the 198& he was acovert operations
specialistvorkingfor the SouthAfrican apartheidjovernmentBranfields missionwasto trackdownandassassinataembersf

the African NationalCongres$iving outsideof SouthAfrica. Mysteriously this informationfailed to appeaduring background
checkgerformedby Branfieldsemployer Hart Group Hart Grouphasbeenhiredby the United Statego guardiragi energy
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facilities andto protect the engineersebuildinglrags electricity network Retiredjustice of the ConstitutionalCourt of
SouthAfrica Richard Goldstonecomments*“ The mercenariesvere talking aboutworked for security forces that were
synonymousvith murderandtorture”

The Titan Corporation which claimsto provide “ comprehensivénformationand communicationgproducts solutions and
servicedor NationalSecurity (wwww.corpwatchorg), hasa contractwith the U.S. to supplytranslatordor the Abu Ghraib
prisonin Irag A 2004 military investigationinto prisonerabusesat Abu Ghraib concludedthat “ Titan employeesactively
participatedn detaineabuseincluding assaulandpossiblyrapé  (MotherJones2004. However theonly legalactiontaken
againstTitanasof yet isin the U.S. district courtfor the Southerrdistrict of California wherethe Abu Ghraibprisonershave
filed aclassactionsuit againsthe employee®f Titan Employeeof California Analysis Centerlncorporated CACI) were
alsofound to haveparticipatedn the abusePlaintiffs in this suit aredemandingajury trial, butthe procesds movingslowly.
JeffreyEllefante executivevice presidentit CACI, sayshatCACI hasyetto beinformedof the specificaccusationsgainst
its employeesOddly enoughthe soldiersmplicatedin the abusénavealreadybeencourtmartialedunderthe Military Codeof
Conduct

Sowhyis thereadiscrepancypetweerthe punishmenbf soldiersandthatof independenemployeesor the samecrime? The
answelris legal ramifications While United Statesmilitary personnelare subjectto the Uniform Codeof Military Justice
independentontractorsworking through the Pentagorescivilians are not Becauseof this, Congresgpassedhe Military

ExtraterritoriaburisdictionAct (MEJA) in 2000to enablethe prosecutiorof civilians “ employedby or accompanyindJ.S.

armedorces  (wwww.law.con). Unfortunately MEJA canonly be appliedto civilian employeesvhoare contractedhrough
the Departmenbf Defensg(DOD), andto crimescommittedoverseashat would merita minimumoneyearsentenceinder
Federallaw. Currentlythere is an investigationinto the deathsof Iraqi prisonersafter havingbeenquestionedy private
interrogatordiredby the CIA. If found guilty, thesenterrogatoramaybe let off onatechnicalitybecaus¢hey work for the
CIA, nottheDOD, like MEJArequires

Thisbegsthe question undenwhosejurisdiction do thesecrimesfall ? In anattemptto answerthis, the DefenseDepartment
proposedhewregulatiorearlierthis yearthat“ would requireDOD contractorso makesuretheiremployeesomplywith the
Uniform Codeof Military Justicewhereapplicablé (www.law.com) Debateover this proposaivill openonMay 24, 2005
Critic Daniel Guttman fellow at JohnHopkins University, questionghe “ whereapplicablé phrasesaying “ it saysthe
Uniform Codeappliesvhereapplicablebutwhenis thaf?.. Theyseemto bemakingpolicy ontherur’” (wwww.law.com). As for
now; the Pentagorclaimsthatit, “ is notin thebusinessf policing contractorshiring practices  thereforet maytake many
morecasedike Abu Ghraibbeforethe U.S. governmenstepsn to regulatethe unlimitedpowerthattheseprivate contractors
arebrandishing

Updateby Barry Yeoman This wasthefirst majorarticle to systemicallylink the issuesof military privatizationwith human
rightsabusesWe explainedhowthe recentgrowthof aprivate securityindustry fueled by the invasionof Irag, necessitated
the hiring of former soldiersandpolice officers trained andexperiencedh assassinatioandtorturein formerly repressive
countries

Numerougadio stationshaveinterviewedme aboutthis article Amongthe radio showsare* Political Thoughf” WMAR,
PoughkeepsidlY; “ The Morning Zong” KGAB, CheyennéNY; andlan Masters BackgroundBriefing, KPFK-FM, Los
AngelesCA. Thelastof thesdnterviewscanbeaccessedt http:/Amwv.barryyeomaigombiographyhtml.

A column called” Coalition of Willing is Dwindling” in the ParadisePost(CA) quotedfrom it. | have done extensive
interviewswith aEuropeartelevisionnetwork whichis producingadocumentarpnthe subject
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Amnesty International has a petition drive seeking accountability for private contractorsat Abu Ghraib http//
takeactioramnestyusarg/actiorl indexasgste=2&item=10897

Thereare severabxcellentresource®nthe growthof this industry PeterSingetsbook“ CorporatéWarriors The Rise of
thePrivatizedMilitary Industry (Cornell UniversityPress2003 andthe Centerfor Public Integrity's 11-part investigation
“ MakingaKilling : TheBusines®f War" http:/Avww. publicintegrityorgbow arebutafew.

#13Rich Countries Fail to Live upto Global Pledges

Sources

OxfamPressReleaseDecembes, 2004

Title: * PoorAre Payingthe Priceof Rich CountriesFailure

Author. CarolineGreen

http:/Mww.oxfamorgendpro41206 MDG.htm

InterPres$ervice OneWorldU.S., Decembe6, 2004

Title:* 45Million Childrento Die in Next DecadeDueto Rich CountriesMiserliness

Author. JmLobe

http://Jusoneworldnetarticleview/990631/

FacultyEvaluatorMaureerBuckley, Ph D.

StudenResearchePaigeDumont

Forty-five million childrenwill needlesshdie betweennow andthe year2015 revealsthe reportby Oxfam “ PoorAre
Payingthe Priceof Rich CountriesFailure” Accordingto this report 97 million morechildrenwill be deniedaccesgo an
educatiorby the year 2015and 53 million more peoplewill lack propersanitationfacilities. Ending povertywill require
assistancenmanylevels Forthird world countrieseconomigrowthis underminedby unfairtraderules Withoutfinanceand
supportthesecountrieswill not be ableto take advantagef global trade investmenbpportunitiesor protectbasichuman
rights
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Wealthycountriessuchasthe U.S., GermanyJapanandthe UK havepromisedto provideavery smallfractionof their wealth
to third world countriesBy offering .7 percenbf their grossnationalincome theycouldreducepovertyandendthe burdenof

debtthatmakesow incomecountriepayupto $100million perdayto creditorsn theyears196065 wealthycountriesspent
on average0.48 percentof their combinednationalincomeson official developmentassistancéut by the year 2003 the

proportionhaddroppedto 0.24 percent Vital povertyreductionprogramsarefailing for the lack of finance Cambodiaand
Tanzaniaareamonghe poorestountriesn theworld, yetthey will requireatleastdoublethelevel of externaffinancingthat
theycurrentlyreceivef theyareto achieveheir povertyreductiortargets

Globalinitiativesto enablepoorcountriedo developprovisionaleducatiorandcombaHIV/AIDS are starvecbf cash Despite
thefact that HIV infection ratesarerising in subSahararAfrica, the global fundto fight AIDS, TuberculosisandMalariais
assureaf only onequarterof the fundsthatit needsfor 2005 Poor countriescontinueto spendmore payingbacktheir
creditorshantheydoonessentigbublic servicesLow-incomecountriegpaid$39billion in debtpaymentsndinteresin 2003
while theyreceivedbnly $27 billion in aid

Wealthycountriescaneasilyaffordto deliverthe necessargidanddebtrelief. Forwealthycountriessuchasthe U.S. to spend
merelyQ.7 percenbf grossationaincomeonhumanitariaraidis equalto onefifth of its expendituren defensendone half
of whatit spend®ndomestidarmsubsidiesTheU.S,, atjust 0.14 percentis theleastgenerougroviderof aidin proportionto
nationalincomeof any developectountry By comparisonNorwayis the mostgenerougproviderat 0.92 percentThe U.S. is
spendingnorethantwice asmuchonthewarin Iragasit would costto increaséts aidbudgeto 0.7 percentandsix imesmore
onits military program Cancelinghe debtsof the 32 poorestountriesvould besmallchangdor thewealthynations

Millions of childrenarenowin schoolin TanzaniaUganda Kenya Malawi, andZambia thanksto moneyprovidedby foreign aid
anddebtrelief. Becausef theserelief funds Ugandansiolonger haveto pay for basichealthcare A policy wasimplemented
thatresultedin anincreasef 50to 100percentin attendancatUgandarhealthclinics anddoubledthe rate on immunities
History alsoshowghataidhasheemecessarin eradicatingylobaldiseaseaswell asrebuildingcountriesdevastatety war.

Thewealthiestof nationshavecontinuoushsignedinternationalstatementpledgingto increasédoreign aid to 0.7 percentof
their grossnationalincomein orderto eliminatethe crippling debtsof third world countries Repeatedlythey havebroken
their promises

#14Corporations Win Big on Tort Reform, Justice Suffers

Sources

DollarsandSenselssue#252 March/April 2004

Title:* Supremesimit PunitiveDamages

Author. JamieCourt

http:/Mmww.dollarsandsense#g/0304&ourthtml
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Demacracynow! Feb4, 2005

Title: * Tortreform TheBig Payofffor CorporationsCurbingthe LawsuitsthatHold ThemAccountablé

Author. Amy Goodmaret al (JuarGonzaleznterviewwith Joannddoroshovy

http:/Mmmw.democracynowrgarticlepl Zid=0502041537236

FacultyEvaluator PerryMarker, Ph D.

StudenResearcheChrisBui

OnFebruaryl8 2005 PresidenBushsignednto law the mostsweepingiederaltort reform measurén morethanadecade
TheClassAction Faimesg\ct putsinto effectatort reform thatwill takeawaypeoplés accesso thecourts underminingthe
constitutionatight to trial by jury. Theseeformsweakerconsumeandworker protectionsdenyingdueproces®f lawin civil
caseso all butthewealthiesin oursociety Theactwill movemanycivil lawsuitsfrom stateto federalcourtsin anattemptto
endsocalled” forumshopping by trial lawyersseekingdistrictsmosthospitableo multi-partysuitsagainstompanies

Whathasbeenlostin all the partisarrhetoricis thefact thatclassactionsuitsare mostoften lawsuitsbroughtby peoplewho
havebeenhurtby HMO abusescivil rights violations or workplaceinjuriesandviolations Thesearethe suitsthat allow for

compensatiowhenlargenumberof peoplearehurt by companies the pursuitof profit. Although attimes individualinjuries
maybe relatively small they represena patternof behavioronthe part of the defendantWhile legal recourseamaynot be
availableonanindividuallevel, by joining togethemtthestateevel, peoplehavebeerableto affectresponsiblehangen the
conducbf corporationsFederatourtsarenotexpertin thesecasesarealreadyoverburdenedgndaremuchsmallerthanstate
courts Critics claim thatthe realintention of this law is to make surethesecaseget buriedquickly andare ultimately
dismissed

Attachedo thisbill isamasgort sectionthatwill severelyrestrictlarge classaction suitsagainstpharmaceuticatompanies
andpaveghewayfor medicaimalpracticeeform effectivelyimmunizingabusiveor negligentcorporationgrom liability .

The reform setsa capof $250000 per lawsuitwhile shieldingdrug companiesrom responsibilityfor punitive damagesnd
lawsuitswherethe drug hadbeenapprovedy the FDA. Onewomanwho wastaking the FDA approveddrug Vioxx, for
examplehadastrokeandcontinuedakingthe drugbecausehewasrt warnedbf its majorsideeffect—stroke Shewenton to
havea secondstroke The new reformwould limit her settlemento $25Q000for alifetime of disabilities Underthis new
legislationcorporationsvill notbeheldaccountabléor theirfaulty productsandwill only bepunishedwith aslaponthe wrist
in termsof financialpayment

Updateby JamieCourt The SupremeCourt ruling in Campbellseemgo be aneyeglazingexperiencdor the mainstream
media Forexamplethe pressignoredthe significanceof theruling in coveringthe Congressionalebateover2005legislation

signednto law by PresidenBushthatcreatechewhurdlegto classactionlawsuits Giventhe Campbelkuling'slimits, thenew

classactionrestrictionsgive avirtual guaranteg¢o banks insurers drug makers andother big industriesthat no matter how

egregiousheir conduct thepenaltywill alwaysbe financially manageabléndeedif the mediahadtakenmorenotice of the

ruling, PresidenBustis campaigrplankof limiting lawsuitsof all kind wouldbeseerin afar differentlight.
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Readhe StateFarmv. Campbelkaseat http:/Amww.supremecourtugov.

#15ConservativePlanto Override AcademicFreedomin the Classroom

SourceTheNation

Title:* TheNewPC'

Author. Russellacoby

Dateof Publication April 4, 2005

StudenResearcher¥aness@®ern TheodordRuhs

For centuriesthe highereducatiorclassroonhasheerahaverfor honestdebateandprotectedacademifreedom The college
professaroneof thelast*” ruggedndividualists’ hadthe freedonto teacha givensubjectin his or her ownmannerashe or
shesaw it. The interpretationof the subjectmatter wasthe professorsown not a representatiorof a “ liberal’ or
“ conservativé dogma

Thehalls of academidaveincludedawide varietyof perspectivesrom Newt Gingrich andWilliam F. BuckleyJr. to Noam
ChomskyandAlbert Einstein

In hisarticle“ TheNew PC” RussellJacobyaddressea new extremistconservativanovemento bring whatthey say is
“ political balancgé to highereducation Theseconservativeseeacademizasa hotbedof liberal activity thatis working to
indoctrinateAmericads youth with leftwing ideology citing studiesthat concludethat faculty of most universities are
overwhelminglyliberal Theyfearthat theseliberal faculty membersare abusingstudentsvho professconservativebelief
systemsandto remedythis theyarepushingfor regulationof the academievorld to monitor professors expressiomf theory
andopinion

At theforefrontof this movemenis DavidHorowitz andhis academievatchdogorganizationStudentgor AcademicFreedom
(SAR). SAFcounseldts studentmembershat whenthey comeacrossn ‘abusglike controversiaimaterialin acoursethey
areto write downthedate classandnameof the professarTheyare advisedo accumulatealist of incidentsor quotes obtain
witnessesandlodgeacomplaint Manyin theacademievorld seetheseactionsasa newMcCarthyism—aneffort to sniff out
thosewhodonotsubscribéo the‘dominaritbelief structureof thenation

Beyondhis studentwatchgroup Horowitz is alsochampioninga“ StudentBill of Rights” Ironically, this bill claimsto
protectacademidreedom It proposesomedeaghat arecommonsensauchas “ studentwill be gradedsolely onthe basis
of their reasonednswersindappropriat&nowledgeof the subjectanddisciplinestheystudy notonthe basisof their political
or religiousbeliefs” 1 But Jacobywamsthat academidfreedomsextendedo studentgasilyturninto theend of freedomfor
teacherdn HorowitZssocietyof rights studentsvould havetheright to hearall sidesof all subjectsall thetime. Principle#4
of HorowitZs academidbill of rights statesthat curricula andreadinglists “ shouldreflect the uncertaintyand unsettled
characteof all humarknowledgg’ andprovide" studentsith dissentingsourcegndviewpointswhereappropriaté Thebill
doesmot, howeverdistinguishwhenor wheredissenting/iewpointsare or arenot, appropriate
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TheSAF websitehasa sectionfor studentso post‘abusesandcomplaintsabouttheir academiexperiencesPerusinghese
postingsJacobyfoundonestudenteportingan‘abusgin anintroductoryPeaceStudiesandConflict Resolutiorclass “ where
military approachesgvere derided The studentcomplainedhat ‘the only studyingof conflict resolutionthat we did was to
enforcethe ideathat nonviolent meansvere the only legitimate sourcesof selfdefense Jacobypointsout the irony,
“ presumablyhe professonf ‘peacestudiesshouldbeorderedo give equaltimeto ‘warstudies By this principle shouldthe
United StatesArmy War College be requiredto teachpacifisn? From this point the movementseemso be rendered
ridiculous

Severahuthorsincluding Jacobypointout the hypocrisyof Horowitz sfocus onthe humanitiesandeducatiorin general The
conservativeahofeel suchanurgencyto protectthe freedom®f conservativstudentsn the humanitiesndto balanceout
theratioof liberalto conservativéaculty arein norushto sortout theinequalitiesin businesschoolsvherethetrend often
appearto be the opposite with the liberalsin the minority. And asJacobypointsout, “ of course they do not addressuch
imbalancedn thepolice force, PentagoyFBI, CIA, andothergovernmenbutfits wherethe stakeseemfar higherandwhere
presumablyfollowersof MichaelMooreareshortin supply”

Despitethe apparentircus this movemeniposesareal threatto the academiavorld. Whetheror not the StudentBill of

Rightspassedn any of the statelegislatureswhereit standssof Spring2005 is notasimportantashowit influencespublic

opinion Alreadythis movemenhasledto attacksandfirings of anumberof professordor theirleft leaningviewpoints Ward

Churchill, from the Universityof Coloradewasthreateneahith terminatiorfor usingtheterm* little Eichmanni to describe
World TradeCenterworkers2 OneiddVlernatg a political scienceprofessorat MetropolitanStateCollegeof Denver was
alsoharassedor her liberal biasin class3 And morerecently self proclaimedanarchisDavid Graebewasfired, he believes
for hispersonapolitical activity, andfor standingipfor astudenbrganizemwhohefelt wasbeingtreatedunfairly.4,5

Horowitz also aimsto affect other areasof governmentnvolvementin academiaspecifically funding Proclaiming that
academicare” aprivilegedelite thatwork betweersix to ninehoursaweek eightmonthsayearfor anannuakalaryof about$
150000ayeat” 6 Horowitz furtherclaimsthatheis* dedicatedo exposinghe cowardsvhorunouruniversitiego the alumni
andtaxpayersvho paytheir salaries StateSenatot.arry Mumperargues* Why shouldwe, asfairly moderatéo conservative
legislatorscontinueto supportuniversitieghatturn out studentsvhorail againsthevery policiesthattheir parents/otedusin
for? 7

NOTES

1 Studentsfor Academic Freedom “ The StudentBill of Rights” http/Awwv.studentsforacademicfreedamg/essays
sborhtml.

2 ibid.

3. ibid.

4. http/Awwv.villagevoiceconipeopléd523interview6469124.html.

5.“ EarlyExit” _http:/mww.insidehigheredominews20030518yale

6. Mattson Kevin.
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7. Mattson Kevin.

#16U.S. Plansfor HemisphericIntegration Include Canada

Sources

Centrefor Researclon GlobalisationNovembe23 2004

Title:* Isthe Annexationof Canaddeartof BustisMilitary Agend&”

Author. Michel Chossudovsky

http://globalresearcbdarticlesCHO411C.html

CanadiaimensionJarf-eb2005 Winnipeg Vol.39, Iss1; pg 12

Title: * Canada Chanceo KeepSpacdor Peac

Author. BruceK. Gagnon

Spacdpeacerg

FacultyEvaluator SherrilJaffe Ph D.

StudenResearcheChristinaReski

TheU.S. andCanadédavebeersharingnationaiinformation sincethe creationof NORAD (North AmericanAerospacéDefense
Commanjlin 1958 This bi-nationalagreemento provide aerospacevamingandcontrol for North Americais scheduledo
expirein May 2006 In preparatiorior therenewabf this contractthe U.S. and Canadiarcommanderareproposingo expand
theintegrationof the two countries includingcooperatiorin the* StarWars program crossnationalintegrationof military
commandstructures immigration law enforcementand intelligence gatheringand sharing under the new title of
NORTHCOM U.S. NorthernCommand

FormerCanadianPrime Minister JeanChretienrefusedto join NORTHCOM To circumventhis decision this “ illusive
transitionalmilitary” (aka NORAD/NORTHCOM) formed aninterim military authorityin Decembe002 calledthe Bi-
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NationalPlanningGroup (BPG) The commandstructureisfully integratecbetweenNORAD, NORTHCOM andthe BPG
The BPGis neitheraccountabléo the U.S. Congressior the CanadiarHouseof CommonsThe BPGis alsoscheduledo
expirein May 2006 Hence the pushfor Canadao join NORTHCOM

Donald Rumsfeld said that U.S. Northern Commandwould have jurisdiction over the entire North American region
NORTHCOM sjurisdiction outlined by theU.S. Departmenbf Defense(DoD), includesall of CanadaMexico, partsof the
Caribbeancontiguousvatersin the Atlantic andPacificoceansipto 500milesof the Mexican U.S. andCanadiartoastlinesas
well asthe Canadiarrtic.

UnderNORTHCOM Canada military commandstructuresvould be subordinatetb thoseof the Pentagorandthe DoD. In
DecembeP001, the Canadiargovernmenteachedn agreemenith the headof HomelandSecurity TomRidge entitled the
“ Canaddl.S. SmartBorderDeclaratiori  Thisagreemergssentiallyhandoverconfidentialinformationon Canadiartitizens
andresidentgo theU.S. Departmenbf Homelandlt alsoprovidesU.S. authoritieswith accesgo tax recordsof Canadians
The NationalIntelligenceReform Act of 2004 currentlydebatedn the U.S. Senatgcenterson asacalled ‘Information
SharingNetworK to coordinatedatafrom ‘all availablesources”

TheBPGis theinterim military for NORTHCOM Partof the BPGsagendas the Civil Assistancélan(CAP) which supports
the ongoing militarization of the civilian law enforcementand judicial functionsin both the U.S. and Canada Military
commanderg/ould” providebi-nationaimilitary assistanct civil authorities' The U.S. military would havejurisdiction over
Canadiarterritory from coasto coastextendingromthe St. LaurenceV/alley to the Parrylslandin the Canadiar\rctic.

It appearshat someCanadiarieadersarein full supportof this program In the summer2004 Canadaagreedto amendthe
NORAD treatyto allow sharingsatelliteandradar datawith the ballistic missile defensgorogrambasedn Colorado This
operatiorcentewill controlthe40interceptorocketsplannedor Alaska Californiaandat sea

OnFebruan?2 2005 at theNATO summitin BrusselsCanadiarPrimeMinister PaulMartin declaredhat his peoplewould
not participatein the controversiaMissile DefenseShield Contradictinghis messageCanadiarAmbassaddo theU.S. (and
formerboardmembeiof the CaryleGroup) FrankMcKenna said* Wearepartof it now”

OnAugust2, 2004 the U.S. Air Forcequietly publishecanewdoctrinecalled* Counterspac®perations The development
of offensivecounterspaceapabilitiesprovidescombatantommandersvith newtools for counterspaceperations . that may

be utilized throughoutthe spectrurmof conflict and may achievea variety of effectsfrom temporarydenial to complete
destructiorof theadversang spacecapability It hasalsobeemotedthatCanadiarMilitary personnebretakingpartin large

scaleAmericanspacavargameslesignedo prepardor combain orbit.

Under an integratedNorth American Commang Canadawould be forced to embraceWashingtois pre.emptive military
doctrine includingthe useof nuclearwarheadssamean®f self defensewhich wasratified bytheU.S. Senatén December
2003

Similar bi-nationalnegotiationsare beingconductedwvith Mexico. U.S. military could exert strategiccontrol over air space
landmassandcontiguougerritorial watersextendingrom the Yucatanpeninsulan southerrMexico to the CanadiarArctic,
representind2 percentof the world's landmass The militarization of SouthAmericaunderthe “ AndeanTradePreference
Act” aswell asthe signingof a“ parallef military cooperatiorprotocol by 27 countriesof the Americas(the secalled
Declaratiorof Manau is anintegralpartof the proces®f hemispheriintegration(seestory#17).
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RichardN. Haassof theU.S. Departmenbf State saidatthe 2002Arthur Rosd_ecture “ In the 21stcentury the principal
aim of Americanforeign policy is to integrateother countriesandorganizationsnto arrangementthat will sustaina world

consistentvith U.S. interestsandvalues andtherebypromotepeace prosperityandjustice aswidely aspossible Integration
reflectsnotmerelyahopefor thefuture, buttheemergingeality of the BushAdministratiorisforeignpolicy.”

#17U.S. UsesSouth American Military Basego Expand Control of the Region

Sources

Bulletin of the Atomic ScientistsJafFeb2005

Title: * Whatsthe DealatMantd

Author. MichaelFlynn

NACLA Reportonthe Americas NowDec2004

Title:* CreepingMilitarization in the America$

Authors AdamlsacsonLisaHaugaardndJoyOlson

Z MagazingDecembe9, 2004

Title:* Colombia—A Shill (proxy) CountryForU.S. Interventionin Venezuela

Authors SoharSharmandSurindeKumar

FacultyEvaluatorJorgePorrasPh D.

StudenResearcheré&drienneSmith SaralKintz

TheUnited Statedhasa military basdén Manta Ecuadaroneof the threemilitary base$ocatedin Latin America Accordingto
the United Stateswe arethereto help thecitizensof Mantg butanarticlein the Bulletin of Atomic Scientistsayshat many
peopletell adifferentstory.

Accordingto Miguel Moran headbf agroupcalledMovimiento Tohalli, which opposeshe Mantamiilitary base® Mantais part
of abroadet).S. imperialiststrategyaimedat exploitingthe continents naturalresourcessuppressingopulamovementsand
ultimatelyinvadingneighboringColombia’” MichaelFlynnreportedhatthemilitary basen Ecuadois an® integralpartof the
U.S. counterinsurgencsgtrategyin Colombia—andis a potentialstaginggroundfor direct Americaninvolvementin the
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conflictthere Ecuadoriangrorry thattheU.S. could ultimatelypull theircountryinto conflict” Flynn goesonto saythat
“ thebaseis alsoatthe centerof agrowing controversyegardingthe U.S. effortsto block massemigratiorfrom Ecuadoifto

theU.S]” Policy makerdavediminishedthedifferencebetweerpolicerolesandmilitary roles statingthatapoliceforceis a
bodydesignedo protectapopulatiorthroughminimal useof forceandthemilitary, whichaimsto defeatanenemythroughuse
of force

Accordingto atenyearleaseagreemenbetweerEcuadorandthe United States” ... U.S. activities at the baseareto be
limited to counternarcoticssurveillanceflights (the agreementgor the other two Latin American Forward Operating
Locationscontainsimilarrestrictiony.” Ecuadoriartitizensarenot pleasedvith theleaseor thewaythe U.S. hasabusedt. “ A

coalition of socialandlabor organizationdascalledfor the terminationof the U.S. leasein Mantaon the groundsthat the

United Statesasviolatedboththetermsof the agreemerandEcuadoriataw.”

TheU.S, sayF-lynn, is interveningn ColombiathroughprivatecorporationgndorganizationsMost of themilitary operations
andthe sprayingof biochemicabgentsare contracteabutto privatefirms andprivate armiesIn 2003 accordingo thearticle in
Z Magazinethe U.S. State Departmensaid “ ...there are seventeerprimary contractingcompaniesvorking in Colombia
initially receiving$3.5million.” Oneof theseprivateAmericandefenseontractorsDynCorp runsthe military baseat Manta
“ The Pentagois decisionto give DynCorp—a companythat manyLatin Americansclosely associatavith U.S. activitiesin
Colombia—the contracto administerthe basereinforcedfearsthatthe United Statehadmorethandrug interdictionin mind
whenit setupshopin Mantg” says-lynn.

In addition saySharmandKumar, DynCorpwasawardedh* $600million contracto carryoutaerialsprayingo eliminatecoca
cropswhich also contaminatesnaize Yucca and plantainsstaplefoodsof the population children andadultsdevelop skin
rashe$ Thechemicalthefoundatiorfor the herbicideRoundupis sprayedn Ecuadoin amannerthatwould beillegal in the
UnitedStates

Accordingto the NACLA report in 2004 the Pentagotbegarinstalling3 substitutdogisticscenterg nowunderconstructioh
in the provincesof GuayasAzuay, andSucumbiosandis currently militarizing the Ecuadoriaqpolicewho arereceiving” anti
terrorist training by the FBI. The U.S. military is alsoaidingColombias “ waron drugs’ IsacsonHaugaar@ndOlsonwrite
that “ increasedhilitarizationof antinarcoticeperatioris a pretextfor steppedip counterinsurgencgctionandextendingthe
waragainsthembythe U.S.” Washingtoralsohasseversecurityofficesin Ecuadardefens€DAO), drugenforcemen{DEA)
, military aid(MAAG), internal security nationalsecurity(NSA), the U.S. Agencyfor InternalDevelopmen{USAID), the
PeaceCorps andthe CentralintelligenceAgency (CIA). Accordingto the BushAdministrationtheyare mixing military and
policerolesto “ ...governits countefterroreffortsin the hemispherg

Michael Flynn offers this quote from an Ecuadorianwriter asanotherexampleof the United Statesinterveningin the
operation®f anothercountryto further its own agenda” The U.S. invasionof Iraq andthe pressureon Ecuadorto signthe
interdictionagreemerform partof apolicy aimedat consolidatingaunipolarworld with onehegemonisuperpowet

Updateby Michael Flynr: | think oneimportantaspecbf my storyaboutthe Mantabaseisthatit showsthe arrogancehat
oftencharacterizeb).S. relationswith its southermeighborsThisarroganceomeswith aheavyprice whichthe U.S. is paying
nowasSouthAmericanleadersexpressn ever greatewillingnessto takeanindependenpathin their affairsandrejectthe
U.S. lead This factwasclearly revealedecentlywhenthe Organizatiorof AmericanStatessoundiyrejectedaU.S. proposal
to setupa mechanisnto reviewthe stateof democracyn the AmericasMantais asmallpartof thismuchlargerpicture U.S.
ambassadorthe headof Southcomevenrepresentativel Congresiaveshownadisregardor Ecuadoriarconcernsabout
operationgtthe Mantabasewhich hashelpedan criticism of the basgandhasturnedinto a lightningrod of criticismof U.S.
policies Andthisis only oneof amonglozenf similarbasespreadut acrosshe globe—whatimpactaretheyhavingonU.S.
relation®
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An equallyimportantissuetouchedon in mystory is the U.S. reactionto themigrationcrisesthat hasgrippedseveralLatin

countriedn recentyears Mantais asortof quasioutposif the U.S. southerrborder which hasshownremarkabldlexibility in

recentyears Thefact is, theborderitself ceasedbng agoto be the frontline in theeffort to stopunwantedmigration The
United Statesusesmilitary basedocatedin hostcountriesasstaginggroundsfor detentionefforts It hasfunded detention
centersn placeslike GuatemalaCity, andit hasteamedupwith law enforcemenbfficials from othercountriesto carry out

multi-lateraloperationgimedat breakingup migrantsmugglingactivities Mantais onepiecein thislargerpuzzle

Tomyknowledge themainstreanpresshasnot pickedup onthe precisestorylines coveredn my article On theotherhand
thepresshasnot altogetherignoredthesdssueseither Ginger Thompsorof the NewYork Timeshastrackedthe plight of
migrantsn several atin Americancountriesandlastyearsheteamedipwith anEcaudoreajournalistto producea remarkable
storyaboutthe harrowingexperienceof migrantsvhodareto boardthe smugglingvesseldeavingEcuadoreashoresThey did
not, however scrutinizeMantds rolein interdictingthesemigrantsor addresthe manyproblematicaspectsf U.S. overseas
interdictionpractices RegardindJ.S. overseasilitary basesthe recentturmoil in Uzbekistarhasdrawntheattentionof the
U.S. pressto contradictionsn U.S. policy that haveemergedetweernits desireto havebasesn strategicspotsaroundthe
world andPresidenBushis promisgto advocatelemocratichangeacrossheglobe Also, DanaPriestof the WashingtorPost
hasdoneexcellentwork reportingon the role of U.S. basesandmilitary commandersroundthe globe See for example
Priests TheMission WagingWar andKeepingPeaceavith Americads Military (New York: Norton 2003. Severalalternative
presoutletshavealsotrackedhisissueincludingfor exampleMotherJonesnagazinewhichranastoryby ChalmersJohnson
onthis issug andthe Nation Institutés TomEngelhardtwhohasrunanumberof piecesin his TomDispatctiouchingon U.S.
overseabases

Foradditionalinformation For thoseinterestedn following upon the Mantabasethe bestsourceof informationonlineis the
websiteof the Ecuadoreadaily: El Universoat http:/Amww.eluniversacond.

I would also suggestlooking at the studiesaboutU.S. forward operationlocations publishedby the Amsterdarrbased
Transnationdhstituteat http:/Awwv.thi.org'.

Tofind out moreaboutU.S. crossborderinterdictionpolicies a story that hasbeenwoefully underreportedin the United
Statesl suggestakingalook atotherstoriesl havewritten on this subjectsomeof whichareavailableon thewebsiteof the
InternationaReportingProject http:/Amwv.pewfellowshiporgindexhtm

Finally, to getaglobal perspectiveof U.S. basingambitions | suggesperusingthe May 2005reportof the U.S. Overseas
BasingCommissiopwhichis availableonlineat http:/Amwv.fasorgfirp/agencydodobepdf.

Updateby LisaHaugaardWhile the nationis focusedn eventdn Iraq andAfghanistan9/11 hasalsohadadisturbingimpacton
U.S. policy toward Latin America But the growth in U.S. military programstowardsLatin America and the unfortunate
emphasiby the United Stateson encouragingiondefenserelatedrolesfor militariesis partof amoregeneratrendthatthe
Centeffor InternationaPolicy, Latin AmericaWorking Group Educatiorund andWashingtorOffice on Latin Americahave
beerdocumentingsince1997 Latin Americancivil societyorganizationsindividualsandgovernmentdeadershavestruggled
hardto strictly limit their militaries involvemenin civilian affairs giventhatmanymilitariesin theregionhadexercisedevere
repressioncarried out military coupsand maintainecpolitical control during severalturbulent decadesAfter this painful
history; it is troublingfor the United Statego beencouragingnilitariesto onceagainadoptnonrdefenseelatedroles asis the
growingweightof U.S. military, ratherthanregionaldevelopmensidin U.S. relations
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We areseeingacontinuationof thegeneratrendof decliningU.S. developmenassistancandstablemilitary aidto the region
aswell asthe United Statesencouragingactionsthat blur the line betweercivilian police andmilitary roles We are also
witnessingefforts by the DefenseDepartmento exercisegreatercontrol over* security assistance(foreign military aid
program$ worldwide, which were onceoverseerexclusivelyby the StateDepartmentThis aimostinvisible shift-—by no
meandimited to Latin America—is disturbingbecausé removeghe StateDepartmentsthe leadagencyin decidingwhere
foreignmilitary aidandtrainingis appropriatespartof U.S. foreign policy. It will leadto lessstringentboversightof military
programsndlessemphasisiponhumarrightsconditionality

Our report which we publishedin Spanish receivedgood coveragefrom the Latin American press MainstreamU.S.
newspapergegularly useour military aid databaseThe larger story aboutthe generaltrendsin U.S. military aid in Latin
Americaandchanges oversighiof foreign military programshoweveris onethathasbeencoveredy only afew major media
outlets

To seeourmilitary aid databaseeportsandotherinformation (acollaborativeprojectby the threeorganizationsseeour “ Just
theFacts website http/Awwv.ciponlineorgfacts Seealsoour organizatiorisvebsitesWashingtorOffice onLatin America
www.wolaorg Centerfor InternationalPolicy, www. ciponlineorg and Latin America Working Group EducationFund

www.lawgorg

Wewelcomeeffortsby journalists scholarandnongovernmentalrganizationgo insistupongreatetransparencyandpublic
oversighof U.S. military trainingprogramsnotjustin Latin Americabutworldwide

#18Little Known Stock Fraud Could WeakenU.S. Economy

Sources

SanAntonio ExpressNews—March2, 2005

Title: * NakedShortSellingls A PlagueFor Businesseand Investors

Author. DavidHendricks

TheMotleyFoolkcom—March30, 2005

Title: * WhdsBehindNakedShorting

Author. Karl Thiel

FinancialWire— Stockgaté&odaySeries
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Title: * SECsDonaldsorAddressestiquidity Fraud’ Septembe?Q 2004

“ DatelineNBC CancellecandAttorney AccuseDTCC of Cheaprhuggery’ April 7, 2005

Author. DavePatch

FacultyEvaluator WinghamLiddell, PhD.

StudenResearchebDavid Stolowitz

Thenegligenceof governmentegulatoryagenciesndthe mediais becomingvorrisomeasamajor scandal unknownoutside
thefinancialcommunity is bankruptingsmallbusinesseandinvestorsandhavinganegativeeffectonthe economy

While the balanceof supply anddemands afairly well known principleof economidhealth arelatedandsimilar relationship
existsbetweenliquidity—the availability of liquid, spendableassetssuchas cash stocksand bonds—and security—the
stability, endurancendtrustworthinessf morelong-termfinancialmechanisms

A healthyeconomyrequireshoth enoughaccesso liquid assetso ensureasmoothandflexible flow of moneyanda system
that guaranteegnoughstability, protectionand securityfor investorsto take a reasonableneasureof risk without having
excessivéearsof losingtheir money Unreasonablemphasisnthe first requiremenéndnotenoughattentiorto the seconds

atrendthathasdevelopedh thelastdecadendmayhavemoreto dowith ideologythansoundeconomigoolicy. Liquidity fraud

andnakedshortingabusessdescribedn this article are a symptomof a greaterproblemwithin our economicculture This

lopsidedphilosophyof economicregulationis asignificantfactorin creatingthe kind of climate that hasproducedcompany
scandaléike EnronandWorldCom aswell asa carelessttitudetowardsfree tradeandglobalizationthat may createmore
costghanbenefitan thenameof “ economigrowth”

Thescandatoined" Stockgaté by theFinancialWire involvesthe abusef apracticecalled” shortselling” Asopposedo a
traditionalapproactto investingin whichstocksareresearchedndboughton thehopethey will rise overthe“ long’ term
going“ short involvesabetthatastockis aboutto go downin value In ashortsale aninvestorsellsstockthat he or she
technicallydoestt own Theinvestorborrowsthesesharesf stockfrom their broker whoin turn maylikely borrowtheshares
himselffrom a financial clearinghoustke a brokeragdirm or hedgefund Hopingthat the price of the stockwill drop the
investoris obligatedto eventually” close€ the shortby buying backthe soldsharesatahopefully lower price, thusmakinga
profit fromthefall of the stock Whenthetime runsout for “ covering theshortandthe pricehasrt droppedtheinvestoris
forcedto buy backthe sharestalossandtakeafinancial hit. The shortsaleof stockss arisky bet usuallynot recommended
excepffor speculatioror hedging—to protectiong-term financialpositionswith shorttermoffsets Asshortsellingisasale
of stocksnotowned butloanedit is anexampleof buyingonmargin—acategoryof practicesvhoseabusestandoutclearlyin
manypeoplés mindsasasignificantfactorin the StockMarketCrashof 1929whichusheredhn the GreatDepression

Nakedshortingis anillegal abuseof shortselling in which investorsshortsell stockthat theyhaveno intentionor ability to
evercover Whenallowedto occur nakedshortingdrivesthe stock value of a companydown by creatingmore stock shares
flowing aroundhe marketthanactualsharesf stockthatthe companycanbackwith their currentearmningsCompaniestheir
shareholderandindeedhe entire economyarehurtfinancially by nakedshorting asit reduceghemoneyavailableto support
economigrowth Accordingto activistDavePatch” Nakedshortingstealssomeof thegreatesideasproductsandservicesn
America Smallmicro-cap companiesre drivenout of businessy this abuseandwe areleft with the unknownsof whatthese
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companiesndtheiremployeesadto offer our futures The opportunitiesfor the nextMicrosoft mayneverbefelt asnaked
shortingsnuffedout that creativity beforeit wasever broughtto fruition. Ultimately, nakedshortingstealsfrom the very
foundatiorof our nationasit stealshe Americandreanof opportunity”

Patchandotherinvestorshurtby or concerned@bouthe consequences nakedshortingorganizegpetitionedandinvestigated
thebackgroundurroundinghe StockgatescandalWhattheyfoundwasnot merelyaseriesof noteworthycase®f extravagant
abuséy individual investorsandprofessionalsbut asystemicpatternof negligencdoy regulatorghatallowedthe abuséo go
by largelyuncheckedA wholeseriesof checksandbalancesvasoriginally designedo preveniabusetike nakedshorting Yet,
astheir researcthasshown every regulatoralongthewayhasfailedits duty andled to bothwidespreadandhigh-figure abuse
While investorshave lost hundredsof billions of dollars in savings the Wall StreetFirms responsibldor the abusesaw
negligiblefines thathadno appreciablémpactontheir stock values Someexecutivesvere evengivenraisesin the midst of
their negligenceandfraud

As morepressurdasheenbroughtagainstegulatoryagencieso stopthefraudandenforcerules anoppositiorhascomeforth
that actuallyfavorsallowing the illegal practiceto continueuncheckedThesecritics arguethat all shortsales including
illegal nakedshorts help bustthe hypethat cansurroundmicro-capcompaniesExcitementover new but untriedideascan
artificially inflate stockprices causingeventualossego companiesndinvestorsvhenthe bubbleburstsasin the caseof the
dotcomboomof the'90s

Whileit istrue asthecritics arguethatremovingnakedshortingcouldin somecasesllow hypedpricesto climb further, such
aneffectis vastly overrated The argumentdoesnot take manyother financial factorsinto accountsuch asthe increased
efficiencyin theflow of informationandshareshateliminating nakedshortingwould createor thefactthatlegalshortselling
could provide the sameprotections Many securitiesanalystssay it is fallaciousto assertthat the only recourseto the
adjustmenin hypeandpricesecuritiess to allow anillegal practiceto continue

Thesameenforcemendf alreadyexistingrulesby regulatorsouldcurb hypejustasmuchasit curbsnakedshortsA proactive
stanceby the financialcommunityin informingandeducatinghe public could alsopreventthe pumpanddumpschemeshat
suchcritics saywould bethe consequencef endingnakedshorting

Oftenit isthe veryorganizationghat didlittle to stopthe dotcomproblemfrom gettingout of handwhile it wasoccurring
thatnowcry outatthe prospecof the SECsteppingupto protectsmallinvestordrom nakedshorting Of particularinterestis

thefactthatmuchof this criticism comesout of the DepositoryTrustCommission(DTCC), whichtakesashareof profits from

everyshortsaleandis currentlyfighting off lawsuitsaccusingt of improprietyin anumbeiof areasTheDTCCis alsoalleged
to havebroughtpressureo bearon mediacorporationsuchasGeneraElectricto suppresghe storyfrom beingreported GEs
NBC Datelineprograrmobtainedanexclusivitycontractto coverthe Stockgatescandabver ayearagg andthenpostponedhe
episodendefinitely. Officially , Datelineclaimsthataslewof moreimportantstorieshanthis widespreadinancialscandahave
causedhedelay At the timeof thiswriting, howeverthey arepreparingo airan Al Rokerinterviewwith anAmericanidol

finalist.

Additional References

DavidSedore" HedgeFundAssetsFrozeri : March 4, 2005 “ HedgeFundVirtually Baré : March 12, 2005 etc. The Palm
BeachPost—KL Financialfraudseries

PrimeZoneMediaNetwork “ First AmericanScientificCorp TakesCounterMeasureso Stop‘NakedShorting of its Stock
—Decembel7, 2004
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#19Child Wards of the StateUsedin AIDS Experiments

Sources

UK Observer

Title: * GlaxoSmithKlineAllegedly UsedChildrenasLaboratoryAnimals’

Author. Antony Barnett

Barnettsarticleis baseanthe original researclof Liam Scheffwhich canbeviewedat

http:/mww.althealorgtextghousentm

DemaocracyNow! DecembeP004

Title: * GuineaPigKids: How New York City is UsingChildrento TestExperimentaAIDS Drugs’

MainstrearmMedia CoverageFox NewsNetwork The OReilley Factor March 10 2004 CBSMorning News Februany2,
2005

FacultyEvaluator Jeanett&oshar Ph D.

StudenResearcheMike CattiveraKiel Eorio

Orphansasyoungasthreemonthsold were usedas test subjectsn AIDS drugtrials in New York's IncarnationChildreris
Center The Center which is run by Catholic Charities specializesn treating HIV sufferers and the drug trials were
performecbnchildrenwith HIV or whowerebornto HIV -positivemothers TheNew York City HealthDepartmenis looking
into claimsthatmorethan100childrenat Incarnatiorwereusedin asmanyas36 experimentsVost of theseexperimentsvere
sponsoretdy federalagenciesuchasthe Nationallnstituteof Allergy andinfectiousDiseases

Documentsbtainedby the UK ObserverhaveimplicatedBritish pharmaceuticagiant GlaxoSmithKlinés involvementin at
leastfour experimentsonductedt Incarnationsince1995usingblackandHispanicchildren Severatrialswereconductedo

testthetoxicity of AIDS drugs In onetrial, childrenasyoungasfour receiveda high-dosageocktailof severdrugs another
testedhe reactionof six-montholds to adoubledosageof a measlesvaccine Other studiesconductean childrenincluded
testingAZT, which cancarrydangerousideeffects aswell astestingthelong termsafetyof ant-bacteriadrugson six-month
old babiesGlaxoSmithKlinealsousedchildrento * obtaintolerancesafetyandpharmacokinetidatél for Herpesdrugs
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Thesdrials were conductedby ColumbiaUniversity Medical Centerdoctors A spokespersofor ColumbiaUniversity said
thattherehavebeemotrials atIncarnationsince200Q andthatthe consenfor usingthe childrenastestsubjectswasprovided
by the Administrationfor Childreris ServicesConsentvasbasediponapanelof doctorsandlawyerswhodecidedvhetheror
not the benefitsof allowing the child to receivethe drugsoutweighedthe risks (althoughit wasunclearwhatrecipient
“ benefits referredo). ThoughGlaxoSmithKlinehasacknowledgetheir involvemenin thetrials at Incarnationthey deny
anywrongdoing Accordingto their spokespersof Thesestudiesvere implementedby theU.S. Aids Clinical Trial Group a
clinical researcimetworkpaidfor by the Nationallnstitutesof Health Glaxdsinvolvemenin suchstudiesvould havebeento
providestudydrugsor fundingbutwe would havenointeractionswith the patients’

The medicalcommunity hasdefendedthesestudies sayingit enabledchildren normally without accesgo treatment the
opportunityto receiveAIDS drugs However many outragedat thesestudiesarguethereis a differencebetweernproviding
childrenwith the latestAIDS drugsandusingthemfor experimentationAccordingto Antony Barnett severalexperiments
were consideredo be Phasel trials, which are amongthe most dangerousThesedrugs are similar to thoseused in
chemotherapgnd carryseriousside effects Critics alsoarguethatit is difficult to testbabiedor HIV, andresultsareoften
incorrect thereforamanyof thesetrials mayhavebeenconductesbn babiesor childrennotactuallyinfectedwith HIV.

Thesadrialsat New York's IncarnationChildreris Centerwerepartof abroadesseriesof HIV andAIDS drug trialsthat were
conductedh atleastsevenstateonfosterchildren Somechildrendiedduringthe trials. However governmenbfficials have
sofar foundnoevidencehattheir deathsouldbedirectly connectedo the experimentd

NOTE

1 http/vashingtontimesommetrd20050511103959290%.htm

#20American Indians Suefor Resources CompensationProvided to Others

Sources

LiP, Winter 2004

Title: * TrustUs Were the GovernmentHowto Make$137Billion of IndianMoneyDisappeat

Author. BrianAwehali

Newsfrom IndianCountry March8, 2004

Title: * DespiteWealthof Resourcesviany TribesStill Live in Poverty

Author. Angie Wagner
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MainstreamMediaCoverageNew York Times April 7, 2004 andthe WashingtorPost March14, 2004

CommunityEvaluator Keith PikeMA

StudenResearcheKiel Eorio

Native Americansaftermorethantwo centuriesarestill beingcheatedy the governmenandU.S. companieOil companies
operateatMontezumaCreekin Utah MontezumaCreeklies ona NavajoReservatioriThecompanietiaveundercompensated
the NativeAmericandor therightto their naturalresourcesincethe 195G District courtappointednvesigatorlan Balaran
discoveredhat nonNative Americansin the sameareareceivedoyaltiesthatamountedo morethan 20 timesthe amountof
the Native Americansonthereservation

NativeAmericanreservationarefilled with naturalresourcesbutthe governmenhasroutinely allowedenergycompaniego
shortchangehetribes In Balarars findingsit showsthatthe governmenbwesNative Americansassmuchas$1375 billion in
backroyalties Theissueof thegovernmenkeepingfundsfrom Native Americanglatesbackto the DawesAct of 1887 The
Dawesact createdatrust fund for Native Americansover the years since then the governmenthas grossly mismanaged
revenuefrom oil, timberandminerallease®ntribal land

Accordingto ElouiseCobell amembeiof the Blackfeettribe, manyNative Americanglependn theseoyalty checkdor the
barenecessitiesThe NavajoNation has more than 140000 membersand is the countrys largesttribe. It is alsooneof the
poorestMore than40percenof its peopldive in povertywhile the mediarhouseholdnnuaincomeis $2000Q lessthan half
of the nationalmedian Mary Johnsopa Navajotribe memberwholives in aonebedroonstonehouseoff the main highway
oncereceivedaroyalty checkfor $6.30. Theserequiredchecksarecommonlypaidoutin sporadidntervals

JohnsomMartinez a 68yearold Navajg lives outof atrailer thatis pulled by his pickuptruck His “ homé is justyardsaway
fromwheregaspipelinessit on the family land He hasno runningwater andsometimesho electricity. Thereareeventimes
whenhedoesft haveanyfood At night hebuildsafire to keephimandhisdogswvarm Sometime$iehasreceivedthecksfor
only afew cents

In 1994 Congresgassethe AmericanindianTrustReform Act. This requiredthe Interior Departmento accountfor all the
moneyin the trust fund andcleanup the accountingorocessThe Individual Indian Moniescase alsoknownasCobell V.
Norton isthelargestclassactionsuit everfiled againsthe federalgovernmentriled in 1996 ElouiseCobell is atthe center
of the suit thatinvolves morethan100 yearsof revenuegieneratedy governmenieaseson NativeAmericanland held“ in
trust’ for mining aswell asoil andgasexploration Foryearsshehadried to getanaccurateccountingf fundsheldin trust
bythe U.S. Governmenfor individual Native Americanlandleasedby the federalgovernmenfor naturalresourcestripping
Thedefendanin the CobellV. Nortoncases Interior DepartmenSecretaryGaleNorton Shehasbeerheld in contemptby
FederaldudgeRoyceC. Lamberthfor ignoring his ordersto accountfor the fund Lamberthstatedthat he hadnever seen
greateigovernmenincompetencé¢hanthe Interior Departmenhadshownin administratinghe moneyandrepresentingtself
in court

In earlyof 2001, Alan Balarantheinvestigatoin the casemadeasurprisevisit to the Governmers warehouseT herehe found
paperdrom ashreddemwhichhadrecordsconcerninghe moneypaid out of thetrustfund TheBurealof IndianAffairs, which
residesinderthe Interior Departmentstatecdthatsimilar documentsverebeingshredde@veryday
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In Marchof 2004 Lamberthorderedashutdownfor thelnterior Departmerisinternetconnectionsiueto securityholesthat
couldhaveallowedhackergto accesdundredof millions of dollarsin royaltiesfrom Native Americanlandsmanagedy the
agency accordingto Balarars findings This wasthe third internet shutdownin threeyears This particular shutdownwas
orderedafterthe Interior Departmentefusedo signsworncertificatesthatit hadfixed majorsecurityflaws. Thisisthe same
systenthatprocesselundred®f millions of dollarsannuallyfor Native Americans

In April of 2004 Alan Balararresignedinderpressurasthe investigatoin the caseHe stateghatthe BushAdministrationhas
beerpursuinghis refusalto silencecriticismsof the Interior Departmeris handlingof individual Native Americanaccounts
Balararsfindingsshowthatthe Bush Administrationknowingly allowedenergycompaniedo continueto payNative Americans
far lessthannonNative Americandor naturalresourcesJudgeRoyceC. Lambertthasorderedhe governmento completea
historicaccountindor all fundsin the caseby Januang, 2008

References

Rocky Mountain News August 21, 2003* IndiansUnderpaidfor Land LeasesOfficial ChargesAppraisal ProgramUnder
NortonTargetetl by M.E Sprengelmeyer

BismarcKTribune April 7,2004“ Investigatorinterior FavoredCompanies by RobertGehrke

PRNewswire February24, 2005* Cobell Litigation Team U.S. District Court ReissuesStructuralnjunctionin Cobell V.
NortonIndianTrustCaseFull Accountingto Be Completeby Januang, 2008"

Updateby BrianAwehali The Cobellv. Nortoncaseis importantbecause¢he governments colossallyandobviouslywrong
Thisis evidentin light of the succes®f Eloise Cobells teamin successiveourt victories Thesheerscopeof the caseits
possibleprecedensetting resolution and the waysin which it highlights the current limitations of Native Americans
dependenyet-sovereigrstatusall provideopportunitiedor realreformandlong-termre-examinatiorof thetermsof U.S-to-
Native governmento-governmentelations

Media coverageof this story haslargely sufferedfrom two main challengesThe first challengehasbeenthe massive
bureaucraticomplexitiesof the case which | believeinsulatedit from quite alot of daily newscoverage The secongdand
subtler challengés the averagedmericars lack of understandingf Nativesovereignty Withoutaclearunderstandingf this,
Americanditerally havenomeaningfuframeworkto fit thestoryinto, andit simply disappears

Ongoingsecurityflaws in the Departmenbf the Interior strustaccountingsystemsavecontinuedor aridiculouslylongtime.
Despitefailure afterfailure to amendsecurityflaws thatallow for manipulatiorof recordsandin spiteof repeatediocumented
instancesf bureaucratidl will resultingin massiveheft and* loss fromtrust accountsthe Departmenbf the Interior is
still in chargeof them Anotherinvestigativestory on SmartMoneycom (Decembei3, 2009 reportedthat” officials in the
BushAdministrationhad detailedknowledgeof fraudulentpracticeghat allowed energycompaniego cheatimpoverished
Native Americansout of vastsumsoverdozensf years’

IndianCountryTodayalsoreportedthatbehindthe scenesiegotiationsnight alreadybe happenindpetweerthe White House
andCongress-butnotwith the plaintiffs in the case Thepiecealsowarnsof the possibilityof anothet’ midnightrider” onan
appropriationdill thatwould effectivelydeferjusticefor yetanotherear

http://blog.lege.net/content/Project_Censored_Media_Democracy_i.Sun Sep 17 17:47:19 2006



Becauseecentdevelopments this casehavecenteredmostly aroundcourt motionsandabstrusdegal machinationsthere
hasft beenmuch hard“ news$ for the mainstreanpressto grab onta Without new andbreaking” hooks’ 1 think the
perceptioris thatthis isanold story, ratherthanthe very urgentandpressingonethatit is. | alsobelievethe governmeris
strategy—stall, obfuscat@nddeceive—is adeliberateattempto keepmediaattentionargely surfaceandscattershot

Thebestplacedo go for informationabouthe casearethefollowing sites http:/Awwv.indiantrusicom IndianCountry Today
http:/Amwv.indiancountncom The Friends Committeeon National Legislation http:/Amwv.fenl.orgissuestemphgitem
id=126@&issueid=112

#21 Newlmmigration Plan Favors BusinesOver People

Sources

Interhemispheri®esourc€entedRC,

Novemberl 2004
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www.motherjonesomnewdfeaturé200411/11 404
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StudenResearcherdosepli. Davis

A bi-partisareffort from the Federabovernmenis emergingo closethe bordersvith Mexico by increasindarriershat keep
“illegal” immigrantdfromtravelingto andfrom Mexico, andin turn creatingaguestwvorker programwith specifictime limits
for residencyReminiscenof the defunctbracergrogramthestatusof “ guestworker’ hasreappeareesthe preferredname
for Mexicannationalsvorkingin this country

Theleadingorganizatiorbehindthe guestworkerlegislationis The EssentialWorkerImmigrationCoalition (EWIC), whichwas
organizedn 1999 while Bill Clintonwasstill presidentThegroupquickly grewto include36 of the countrysmaostpowerful
employerassociationdieadedy the U.S. Chambeof CommerceThe NationalAssociatiorof ChainDrug Stores—including
Wal Mart (whichwassanctionedor employingundocumentegvorkerslastyea)—belongs asdo the AmericanHealth Care
Associationthe AmericanHotel andLodgingAssociation the National Councilof ChainRestauranfghe National Restaurant
Associationandthe National Retail FederationEachof theseassociationsepresentemployersvhodepencdon aworkforce
almostentirelywithoutbenefitsandworkingat (or below) minimumwage

EdwardKennedy DemocratandJohnMicCain Republicanarepromotingabi-partisarbill thatwould createthe designatiorof

“ guestworker’ for athreeyearperiod About half amillion workerswouldbeeligible for thestatusf theyaresponsoredby

Americanbusinesseandpay five hundreddollars The overten million undocumentesiorkersresidingin the United States
whoare notsponsoredby businesses/ould beencouragedo comeforwardandpay atwo-thousanetollar fine to receivethe

newstatus Theguestworkercategorycanberenewedafterthreeyearsor businessesouldsponsovorkersfor greerncards

The proposedegislation doesnot addresghe growing problemof undocumentedvorkers residingin the United States
Becausef the natureof the work being offered underthis program mostguestworkerswill be left with little morethan
minmumwageemployment Thereare no benefitsor healthcareoffered underthe new program The two-thousanetiollar
pricetag for uninvitedpotentialguestworkersmeanghat mostof themorethanten million undocumentesvorkerswill be
unwilling to comeforth. Historically, millions of Mexicanlaborersvouldreturnto Mexico during off-seasont visit family.
Today with tighter border restrictionsandthe cost of payingalabor smugglerup to $30Q few peoplereturnto Mexico,
resultingin permanentinderclasspovertycommunitiespreadut throughouthe country

Therehasbeenno seriousdiscussioron Capitol Hill onrealistically dealingwith the undocumentegvorker situationin this
countrybecausé).S. corporationswill continueto benefitfrom cheagaborsourcedrom outsideandinsidethe borderf the
UnitedStates

The official braceroprogram negotiatedn 1942betweerthe U.S. andMexican governmentsvasendedin 1964 Ernesto
Galarzaalabor organizerformer diplomatandearlyhero of the Chicanomovementwasits greatesbpponenin Washington
But CesalChavezavasalsoanearlyvoicecalling for abolition Chavezatersaidhecouldneverhaveorganizedhe UnitedFarm
Workersuntil growerscould nolongerhire bracerogluringstrikes In fact, the greatfive-yeargrapestrike in whichthe UFW

wasborn beganthe year after the braceroprogramended According to the UFW's Mark Grossman“ Chavezbelieved
agribusineschieffarm laborstrategyfor decadegvasmaintainingasurpludabor supplyto keepwagesandbenefitsdepressed
andfight unionizatior?

The organizatiorof veteransof the braceroprogram with chaptersin both the U.S. and Mexico, was evenmore critical.
“ We'retotally opposedo theinstitutionof newguestworkerprogramg  explainedventuraGutierrez heacbf the Union Sin
Fronteras* Peoplenholived throughtheold programknowthe abuseheywill causé OneformerbraceroManualHerrera
told the AssociatedPres$s JuliannaBarbassd theyrentedus got ourwork, then sentus backwhenthey hadno moreusefor
us” Thousandsf formerbracerosrestill trying to collectmoneydeductedrom their payduringthe 194G and195Gs
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Money that wassupposediheld in trustto ensurethey completedwork contractsbut neverturnedoverto them Bushs
proposalcontainsa similar provision “ If we acceptthen our grandsongindgreatgrandsonsvill go throughwhatwe went
througly’ ex-braceroFlorentinoLarariostold Barbassal.S. labor oppositionfocusedon the lack of areal amnesty Eliseo
Medinag executivevice presidentf the ServiceEmployeednternationalUnion andoneof the AFL-CIO'skey policy makers
onimmigration said “ Bushtells immigrantsyouhavenoright to earncitizenship but tells corporationg/ouhavetheright to
exploit workers both Americanandimmigrant...” This proposalallows hardworking, tax-paying immigrantsto becomea
legitimatepart of our economybut it keepsthemfrom fully participatingin our democracy—makingimmigrantsa permanent
subclassof oursociety

Updateby David Bacon* How CorporationdNonthe Debateoverlmmigratiori  broke astory of nationalimportance—how
thelargestU.S. corporationsdependerpnasteadysupplyof immigrantworkers gotthe PresidenindCongresso introduce
legislationgiving themavastlyexpandedjuestwvorkerprogram This programlike theold “ bracerd progranof the 194G and
'50s useda systenrof contractaborto exploitimmigrantworkersanddenythemtheir rights while creatinganoversupplyof

laborto drive downwagedor all workers immigrantandnonimmigrantalike.

The story wasoriginally publishedin the fall of 2004 By the springof 2005 corporatepressurdor expandedjuestworker
programdadgrownsostrongthatevenbipartisarproposalfor immigrationreformincludedthem Thewordin WashingtorDC
is nowthat noimmigrationreform is worth discussinginlesscorporateAmericagetswhatit wants In mid-May, anewbill was
introduceddy Senator&dwardkennedyandJohnMcCain whichincludesaprogramevenlargerthanthatproposedy Bush

ThePresideris progranrcallsfor 300000peopleto begiven temporaryisasfor threeyears renewabldor anothethree The
KennedyMcCainbill calls for 400000 temporaryvisas In addition the bill calls for requiring the 9 million currently
undocumentetinmigrantsn the U.S. to enroll asguestworkerfor six yeargo qualify for makingapplicationfor agreencard
andto pay a $2000 fine. Increasedenforcemenif employersanctionsthe law that makesit a federal crime for an
undocumentediorker to hold ajob, would be usedto force peopleinto the programby makingit evenmorerisky to try to
work withoutbecomingaguestworker.

Despitethesedraconianprovisions the bill won the sponsorshimf many Democrats and almostno Republicansin the
meantimeTexasSenatoCormynannouuncetiisintentionto introduceanevenmoreconservativéill in mid-July. The Cornyn
bill is regardedas the legislativeembodimentof the Presideris program It is astraighttemporaryworker bill, with no
provisiondor legalization

No matterwhethersponsoredby Democrator Republicansthe corporatdobby for temporaryworkershaslegislationwhich
correspondi its program

In themeantimehoweveramuchmoreliberal bill hasbeenintroducediy CongresswomaBheilaJacksor.eeandmembersof
the CongressionaBlack Caucus Insteadof increasingob competitionand pitting one groupof low-wageworkers against
anotherthe bill tries to balancethe needsof all low-wageworkers African-American and other minority communities
sufferinghighunemploymentvould receivejob trainingandcreationprogramsThebill would setupalegalizatiorprogramfor
undocumentetinmigrantsbasedbntheir residencyratherthanemploymentstatus It hasprovisionsto strengtherprotection
for therightsof immigrantworkers enddiscriminationagainsimmigrantsrom countriedike Haiti andLiberia, andhasno guest
workerprogram
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RepublicangndmanyDemocrathavederidedthe JacksorlLee bill asincompatiblenith the atmospherén Congresswhich
seekdothto rewardcorporationsndincreasgunitive measureagainsimmigrants especiallythe undocumentedBut a rising
tide of protestin immigrantcommunitiesandothercommunitie®f color aroundhe countryhascriticizedthe growingwave of
ant-immigrantiegislation andis callling for amovemento defendheirrightsinstead

Generallythestoryof corporatesponsorshipf the guestwvorkerproposal$iasbeerignoredby the mainstreanmedia Reports
ontheKennedyMcCainandBushproposal$iavetreatedhemas* pro-immigrant becaus¢heywouldallow workersto cross
theborderlegally. Theyve ignoredthe actualconditionsfor immigrantsundercurrentguestvorker programsaswell asthe
money and influence trail leading back from theseproposalsto the corporatelobby, the EssentialWorker Immigration
Caoalition Theyhavealsoignoredthe JacksorlLee bill, eventhoughit presentshe unprecedentegblitical situationin which
the countrys mostprogressivémmigrationlegislationis beingproposedby African-AmericanCongressnembers

Readersvhowantmoreinformationabouthe overallsituationof immigrantsandlegislationwhich affectsthemcancontactthe
National Network for Immigrant and RefugeeRights at 5104651984 www.nnirr.org More information on pending
immigrationlegislationandthe Jacksori_eebill is availablerom NolanRappaportminority counseto the Houselmmigration
Subcommitteg202 2252329

#22NanotechnologyOffers Exciting PossibilitiesBut Health Effects NeedScrutiny
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Thescienceof nanotechnologys rapidly advancingbut thereislittle researcto showwhetheror not nanesizedmolecules
aresafefor peopleandthe environment

Nanotechnologys the scienceof usingmoleculesthat are virtually impossibleto see one blood cell measurest 7,000
nanometerin width. Nanotechnologyhasvirtually unlimited potential Productssuch asstainless wrinkle free pantsuse
nanotechnologgswell astransparersunscreenandtennisballsthatkeeptheirbounceTheU.S. governmenspenicloseto $
1hbillion in 2004onresearctanddevelopmenin nanotechnology
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Howeveronly 1 percentofit isgoingtowardsesearcHor risk assessmentlespitethe factthat nanotechnologglsohasthe
potentialto causéharmto peopleandthe environmentThe nanesizedmoleculesandamageor kill , the skincellsof humans
andalsokill valuablebacteriain water Thereasonittle moneyis givento researctthe risksis nanotechnolodghugeupside
someestimatepredictthatthe nanotectmarketwill reactl trillion in adecade

Thousandsf papershavecomeout touting different developmenti nanosciencebut fewer thanfifty haveexaminedhow
engineeredanoparticlesvill affect peopleandtheenvironment Thestudiesthathavebeenconductedo determinef nane
moleculesaresafepainta grim picturefor nanotechnologyn the springof 2004 Eva Oberdorsteranadjunciscientisiat Duke
University, madeheadlinesvith potentially disturbingnewsabouthighly praisedananoparticlealled” fullerness’ namedfor
theinventorR. BuckministetFuller.

The* fullernes$ is madeof 60 carbonatoms bondedtogetherlike amolecularsoccerball. Oberdorsteput asolution of

“ fullernes$ into atankwith largemouthetassandlaterexaminedifferentorgansin thefish. Shefound signsof oxidative
damagen their brainsandspeculatedhat the nanoparticlehadstimulatedthe productionof free radicals highly reactive
compoundshatcancausecellulardamage’ Normally,” shesaid “ particlescarit getinto the brainsof fish or peoplebecause
protectivestructurecalled the blood brain barrierkeepsout harmful materials’ But Oberdorstés, andother experiments
showthatnanesizeparticlescanslip throughthatbarrierby travelingupnervecellsinto the brain

Oberdorstes father also studiesthe effects of nanoparticlesDr. Gunter Oberdorster a professorof toxicology in
environmentaimedicineat the University of Rochesterreceiveda $6.5 million, five-year grantfrom the Departmentof
Defenseto study the effects of nanoparticlesScientistsat the University of Rochesterooked at the titanium dioxide
nanoparticlethatare usedaspigmentsin white paint Ratsandmiceinhaledparticlesrangingin sizefrom 12 nanometersp to
250nanometetsThesmallerparticleswere foundto causemoreinflammationthanan equalamountof larger particles “ The
smallerparticlesreactdifferently from the larger ones’ he says “ becauseanesize materialsevadethe normal defense
systerrin thelungs the macrophageells thatgobbleup theirritants andclearthemout” Oncenanoparticleget deepinto
the lungs they cancrossover into the blood streamandfrom therecaninto any organin the body Inhaling the nanesized
particlesin titanium dioxide which is onthe marketnow; is unlikely becaus¢heyare capturedn liquid substancesHowever
Dr. Oberdoestesuggestthatit maybepossiblgfor nanoparticleso crossoverthroughtheskin

Anotherstudy run by AnnaA. Shevedovaanadjunctassociatgrofessorat West Virginia anda seniorstaff scientistat the
Nationallnstitutefor OccupationabafetyandHealth(NIOSH), foundthat carbomanctubegeneratedangerougree radicals
in culturesof humanskin cells Her researchieamreportedthat the nanotubegsausedxidative damagehat triggeredthe
deathof cells

Almosteverybodyinvolvedin nanotechnologgayst is too soonto tell whetherandhowthesematerialamightharmpeopleor

theenvironmentBut earlystudiesshowthat thisis somethinghatshouldbelookedinto moreseriously In asurveyconducted
by North CarolinaStateUniversity, public perceptionof nanotechnologyemainsfairly positive As hashappeneavith new

technologied the past this optimismmaybecomeaccusationsndlawsuitsif the side effectsof nanotechnologgutweighthe

benefits

#23Plight of PalestinianChild DetaineeHighlights Global Problem
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Accordingto CatherineCook Adah Kay, andAdam Hanieh approximately850 Palestiniarchildrenagesl2-18 arecurrently
beingheld in Israeli prisons Over 2,000 children havebeerarrestedsincethe beginningof the secondntifada a Palestinian
uprisingagainsthe IsraelioccupationThis numbetcorrespondaith numbergivenin areportby the humarrights organization
Defensdor Childreninternationglwhich addshatanotherl70childrenareheldin military detentiorcenters

Lookingatthetestimoniesrom hundredsf detainecthildren Cooket al foundapatternin thechildrerisexperiencef arrest
interrogationsentencingindprisonconditions Thechildren overwhelminglyreportedabuseduringtheir experiencén either
prisonor detentiorcamp Theconsistencyf thesereportsevealghat thesepatternf abusearenotjustthe actionsof afew
badsoldiers but perhapsevealsabroaderpolicy. Virtually everychild intervieweddescribesadeliberatepatternof behavior
by Israelisoldiersor policecharacterizetly violence physicalandpsychologicathreatsandoverwhelmingorce, oftenin the
middleof the night Cook Kay andHaniehbelievethatthe similarity in testimoniedrom child prisonergointsto a systematic
approactio child abusecalculatedo exploit childrerisvulnerabilityandcreatefeelingsof fear, inimidationandhelplessness

Onetestimonyin their studystates” Becausgherewasno onel couldtalk to andl felt incrediblyfrightenedandscared|
triedto commit suicidewhile beingin solitaryconfinementOnOctoberl2, 2003 | wasmovedto Ofer Military PrisonCamp
Whenl arrivedthe soldiersaskedmeto takeoff my clothes They useda metal detectoron my nakedbody Onehandwas
holdingthe metaldetectorwhile the otherhandtouchedmy nakedbody, concentratingnainty onmy backandbottom”

Evenwithout the abusedby personnelthe living conditionsthat childrenareput in arebadenough The reportby Kama
Nabulsitells usthat childrenare“ lockedin cells for hourson endwith, in somecasesonly 45 minutesoutdoor exercise
allowedeverytwo days Manyareforcedto sleeponthe floor dueto overcrowdingWindowsareboardedipwith iron panels
whichblock outthe light andintensifythe heatin therooms’ Practicessuchasthese havebeenwell documentedh other
troubledareasaroundtheworld, butareonly beginningo bedocumenteehithin occupiederritories

Also noticeableis a lack of decenthealthcare Cook Kay andHanieh seethe abuseof childrenduring interrogationthe
notoriouslypoor sanitaryconditionswithin Israeli prisons anddenialof adequatenedicaltreatmentswaysto pressurechild
detaineegnto collaborationWhenconductingaserieof interviewswith 60ex-prisonergrom Bethlehernin 1994 the authors
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foundthat“ 90percentof thoseinterviewedclaimedthat the administratiorusedthe denial of medicatreatmentasaway of
recruiting collaborator§  Oneformer child prisonerassertedhat prisoneraverewell awarethat the prisonhospitalswere
usingthethreatof withholdingtreatmento forcedetaineeso collaborate

Accordingto the DCI report “ In manyareasisrael doesnot reachthe standarddemandedby the minimumrules [of the UN
Conventionof the Rights of a Child]. For instance it is not possiblefor a youth in detentionto work, andthere are no
educationafacilities. In the territories the situationis evenworse” This statemenimplies that the rights of all children
(Israeliaswell asPalestiniapare notbeingattendedo by Israeliauthorities It seemghat in Israelthereis aproblemin the
attitude toward child welfare in general But, accordingto Project Censorecevaluator MaureenBuckley, “ this story
representgistasmallpieceof thelargerpictureof the ongoing worldwidefailure to protecttherightsof children”

Reference

DCl IsraelChildreris RightsMonitor, 2004Report" InternationaStandards

Updateby CatherineCook AdahKay andAdamHanieh In the 15monthssincethis articlewaswrittenin spring2004 little has
changedor child prisonersandthe issuehasbeenlargelyboycottedby the mainstreanpressBut the thousandsf Palestinian
political prisonersincluding childrenunderl8 in Israeli detentioncentersandjails remainhighon the political agendaThe
Israeligovernmenstill usesprisonersisakey bargainingchipin the socalled” peacegroces$  Butrelevanthumarrights and
internationaktandardgplay nopartin thisritual; Palestiniamegotiatoreould notsecurethe unconditionareleaseof all child
prisonersasanissueseparatérom negotiation®ver adultprisoners Sothe recentsecondrancheof prisonerseleasedit the
endof May includedonly 14 children Asin the past mostof the other384prisonershadalmostcompletedheir sentences

Lastyearsawtherevelationsof U.S. tortureof Iragi prisonersncludingchildren dubbedhe biggeststory of the Iragiwar by

William RiversPittin hisarticle TorturingChildren” 1 Like Israel theU.S. administratiorandmilitary attemptedo present
thisasroguepractice but the evidencepointedto systemicabuseWe andotherstried at the time to highlight the striking

similaritiesto the abusenetedoutover decadeso Palestiniarprisonersncludingchildren2 But again theseparallelslargely

escapethemainstreanpress

Currently, out of around7,500 Palestiniardetaineesabout280 are children (including 30 boy administrativedetaineesheld
indefinitely withoutformaltrial or chargg. DCI/PS3 whorepresenthe majority of child prisonersreportadramaticincrease
in arrestsof 12-14 yearolds mostfor throwingstonedast year Therehasalsobeeranincreasdast yearin the numbersof
childrenarrestedrom the northernWestBank (e.g.NablusandJenir), in part reflectingthe continuecduseof massarrestsasa
methodbf control Theyalsonoteharshesentencingolicies suchasdoublingof sentencesf morethanthreeyearscompared
with 2003—only partly dueto someof the chargedbeingmoreserious

Therehasbeenno improvemenin detentionconditionswith particularlypoor provisionin detentiorinterrogationcenters—
barecells andinadequatdood servedon bits of paperwith nocutlery. In prisons girls arestill housedn cells with adult
womenprisonerswith little naturallight, andtheyget no formal educationBoysalsoreceivenoeducationexceptn oneof
theprisons manyarestill beaterandpunishedy havingfamily visits refusecbr solitaryconfinement

In August2004 in protestagainsharshprison conditions Palestiniarprisonerdaunchedheir largestungerstrikein decades
Thelsraeli prisonadministratiordid their bestto underminethis by confiscatindiquids andsalts settingup barbequesutside
cells raiding cells, beatingup prisonersplacing them in isolation and refusingmedical treatmentuntil the strike ended
Eventuallythe strikepeteredout As with so manyother Palestiniarissuesthis actionwaslargely ignoredby the mainstream
press
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Thislastyearhasseerisraelsposition tacitly supportedy the U.S. governmenistrengthenedgainsthe Palestiniansunder
coverof its promiseof unilateraldisengagemeifiom Gazalsraelcontinuego entrenctitself in the WestBankandextendsits
systenof suppressioandcontrolin whicharrestandprisonplay suchakeyrole.

Foradditionalinformation

Defencefor ChildreninternationgPalestineSection ResearclandinternationalAdvocacyUnit, RIA @dci-palorg, wwwy.dci-
palorg

AdameePrisonersSupporandHumanRightsAssociationwww.addameanrg, addamegip-ol.com

Sumouchttp://sumoudaacg Emailsumouditaaca

NOTES

1 William RiversPitt, “ TorturingChildren” TruthoutJuly 20, 2004

2 CatherineCook “ Tortureof Iragi PrisonersSpotlightdsraeliTreatmenbf PalestiniariPrisoners InformationBrief # 106
May 11, 2004

3. Defencefor ChildreninternationalPalestineSectior) AnnualReview2004

4. DCI/PSs Legal departmentegularly visits prisons detentionandinterrogationcentresin the WestBankandin Israelto
monitorprisonconditiongfor childrenandintercedeontheir behalfwith the Israeliprisonadministration
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“ StateTerrorin Ethiopia AnotherSecretarfor Oil?

http:/Mmww. wéreportcom97html
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Accordingto areport by keith harmonsnow after conductingField observationsn Januarythe U.S.-basedorganizations
GenocidaNVatchandSurvivors Rights Internationateleaseda conclusivereportonFebruary22, 2004 This report provides
evidencethat Ethiopian Peoplés RevolutionaryDefenseFront (EPRDF soldiersand” Highlandet militias in the Anuak
territory of Ethiopiahavekilled thousandsf native civilians The Highlandersare predominantlyTigray and Amharapeoples
whoresettledn Anuakterritory in 1974 The Highlandersareon aquesto force the Anuak from theregion Ethiopiais the
latestU.S. ally inthe “ WaronTerror’ to turn its backonits ownindigenoupeoplesTheAnnuakterritory is azonecoveted
by corporateinterestsfor its oil and gold EPRDF soldiersandsettlersfrom Ethiopian highlandsinitiated a campaignof
massacresepressiongndmassape deliberatelytargetingthe Anuakminority.

Accordingto Snow the U.S. governmentwasinformed aboutthe unfolding violence in the Gambellaregionas early as
Decembefl6, 2003 Massacresverereportedlyorderedby the commandeof the Ethiopianarmyin Gambella NaguBeyene
with theauthorizatiorof GebrehadBamabasRegionalAffairs Minister of the Ethiopiangovernment

According to Anuak sourcesrelying on sympatheticoppositionistswithin the regime the EPRDF plansto procure the
petroleunof Gambellaverelaid outatatop-level cabinetmeetingn Addis Ababa(the capitalof Ethiopig in SeptembeR003
PrimeMinister MelesZenawichairedthe meeting atwhichthe militant ethnic cleansingf the Anuakswasreportedlyopenly
discussedecembel3 2003 markedthe start of acoordinatednilitary operatiorto systematicallgliminateAnuaks Sources
frominsidethe military governmeri$ police andintelligencenetwork saythat the codenameof the military operationwas
“ OPERATIONSUNNY MOUNTAIN.”

Thekilling of eightUN officials andEthiopiangovernmenbfficials whosevanwasambushedn Decembefl3 2003sparkedhe
recentconflict. Although thereis nospecific evidenceaboutthe ethnicityof thekillers, thetargetsof the attackhavebeen
mainly Anuaks After this attack EPRDFsoldiersusedautomatiaveaponsindhandgrenadeghenattackedhe Anuak villages
summarilyexecutingeivilians, burningdwellings(sometimesvith peopleinside, andlooting property Some424 Anuakpeople
werereportedlykilled, with over 200more woundedNumeroussourceseportthat therehavebeerregularmassacresf the
Anuaksince1980 Discriminationagainsthe Anuakhasheerdetailedn six reportspublishedn the Cultural SurvivalQuarterly
beginningn 198X seee.g.: “ Oil Developmenin Ethiopia A Threatto the Anuakof Gambelld Issue253, 200). Thereis no
evidenceof previouscommunabiolencebetweerthe two indigenousgroups(Anuaksandthelocal Nuel) aswasclaimedand
reportecbytheNYT andothermedia andby the EPRDFgovernment

As of November4, 2004 at least 1,500 and perhapsas many as 2,500 Anuak civilians havedied in the recentfighting.
Intellectuals leaders studentsand other educatedclasseshave beenintentionally targeted Hundredsof peopleremain
unaccountedor andmanyhavemysteriously* disappeareti Thousandsndperhapgensof thousand®f Anuak homeshave
reportedlybeerburned

TheAnuakmenhavebeerkilled, arrestedor displacedleavingthousandsf womenandchildrenvulnerable Anuakwomenand
girls areroutinely raped gangrapedandkept assexuaklavesby EPRDFforces often at gunpoint Girls havebeenshotfor

resistingrape andsummanexecutiongor girls heldcaptivefor prolongecheriodsassexuaklaveshavebeerreportedReports
from non-Anuakpoliceofficials in Gambellandicateanaveragef up to severrapesperday Dueto theisolationof womenand
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girlsin rural areasrapesremainunderreported Some5,000to 8,000 Anuakremainat refugeecampsn Pochalla Sudanand
thereare anestimated,000 annuatefugeesn Kenya In August2004 approximately25 percent(roughly50000 peoplé of
Gambell&s populatiorhadbeendisplaced

To the Anuak andotherindigenouspeoplesof southwestertEthiopia the governmenbdf Prime minister Meles Zenawiis a
ruthlesanilitary dictatorshipAlmosteveryondinks “ theprobleni to Gambell&soil. “ Sincethe problemwe arenotableto

farmorto fish,” saidone Anuaksurvivor whowasshotthreetimes He is shy, buthewill showyouwhereonebullet entered
andexited his wrist. He wasshot Decemberl3 2003—the daythe EPRDFand local highlandemilitias launchedtheir

genaocidaivaronthe Anuaks* Manymenranawayinto the bushesindwerekilled sincethe problembegari  saysonewitness

“ They arerapingmanygirls. They keepsomewomenby force” The violencehasalmostcompletelydisruptedthis yeats

plantingseasorandpeoplebelievethatfaminein the comingwinter monthg OctoberMarch 2005 will beexacerbatetlythe

destructiorof milling machinesndfood stores

In August2003 the U.S. committed$2800Q000to internationatradeenhancementsith Ethiopia BeginningJuly 2003 forces
fromthe Pentagots CombinedJoint TaskForceHorn of Africa (CJTRHOA) heldathreemonthbilateraltraining exercise
with Ethiopianforcesatthe Hurso TrainingCamp northwesbf Dire Dawa The U.S. Army’s1th MountainDivision recently
completedh threemonth programnto train an Ethiopianarmy division in counterterrorismattacks Operationsare coordinated
throughthe CJTFHOA regionabasen Djibouti, wherethe HalliburtonsubsidiankBR is the primecontractor

BecauseEthiopiais consideredo be anessentiapartnerof the U.S. in its “ War on Terrorisny” the U.S. providedsome$
1,835000in InternationalMilitary andEducationalTraining (IMET) to Ethiopia between1995-2000 Somel15 Ethiopian
officersweretrainedunderthe IMET programfrom 19912001 Approximately4,000 Ethiopiansoldiershaveparticipatedn

IMET andForeignMilitary SalesandDeliveriesprograms The U.S. alsoequippedtrained andsupportedEthiopian troops
underthe Africa RegionalPeacekeepingrogram Ethiopiahasremaineda participantof the IMET programin 2006-2004 A

U.S. AID representativaskedCongresso approvesome$30,000000 in funding for Ethiopids programsn theFiscal Year of

2005 Ethiopiawasdescribedsa“ top priority” of the BushAdministration

In 200Q TexasbasedSicorInc. signeda $1.4 billion dollar dealwith Ethiopiafor the* Gazoil' joint ventureto exploitoil and
gasin the southeastDgadenBasin Hunt Oil Companyof Dallas Texasis also involved in the OgaderBasin throughthe
subsidianEthiopiaHuntOil Company HuntOil’s chairmarof the boardand CEORay L. Huntis alsodirector of Halliburton
CompanyU.S. CalTechlInternationalCorp is alsoreportediynegotiatingajoint venturewith the ChinaNational Petroleum
Corp to operatén the sameaegions TheAnuakarealso gold minersin the Gambelladistrict U.S. basedCanyorResource$ias
gold operationsn southernEthiopia The interestof multinational gold andoil corporationsndicatealterior motivesin the
terrorcampaigragainsthe Anuaks

Anuaksourcedn Gambellsstate” The Anuakpeoplehavenotbeeninvolved in thediscussiongboutheoil, ourleadershave
notagreedntheseprojectsandthey will nothire any Anuaksfor thesejobs If anyAnuakssayanythingabouttheoil, he will
bearrested

Updateby keith harmonsnow It is importantto recognizethat theU.S. public is subjectto anongoinginstitutionalizationof
“truth’ and" reality’ thatis premisedntotal informationwarfare Thisis nowheresostarklyevidentaswith the stereotypes
mythologiesanddeceptionsloled outto the U.S. publicon the subjeciof Africa (the Arab world, andall thingslslamic run a
closesecon)l Thisincludesmainstreanneportagepolicy debatesscholarlyjournals tabloids radio showsandprint magazines
—from WIRED to NationalGeographicThisis alsoevidentin supposed] alternativé mediasourcedike TheNationandfilms
like Hotel Rwanda
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Alternative?To wha®Virtually all availablemediafall ona spectrunthat servesip topicsandframeworkghat aretolerated
andallowed where" healthydebate¢ “ exposés and(perceivedl “ hostility’ (to what peoplein other countriesare calling

EMPIRE), are evenencouragedHencewe haveSeymouHershoffering us revealingexposé®on torturein Abu Ghraih but

sayingnothingaboutthe profits being madeoverthe deacbodiesdueto U.S. sponsoredovertoperationsanddestabilizatiorin

Congoduringandsincethe Clinton regime

Nation editor Katrina Van de Heuvel will steersharply away from any challengeto the “ humanitariah actionsof the
InternationalRescueCommittee (IRC), a strong proponentof military interventioa—allied with the other two big
humanitariaragencie€ARE andRefugeednternationat—in therecentmassivdobbyingeffort to “ stopgenocidé in Darfur,
Sudanls theregenocidan Darfur? If sq or evennotsq why hasit receivedoverwhelmingpressattentionwhile the Anuak
genocidédasreceivechon@WhataboutnearbyCong@And Rwand@

Van de Heuvel hasties with Henry Kissinger amemberof an IRC board andoneof the few U.S. officials to be publicly
labeledasawar criminal The IRC is a powerful factionin Congo Rwandaand Sudan andthe Congoleseaccusedhem of
espionageCARESs" partner$ includeaerospacanddefenseorporationLockheedMartin, whois alsoamajorunderwriterof
SeymouHershsregularprint venuethewaradvocacyournal Atlantic Monthly.

Atruly “ investigativé journalistmighthackthroughthe propagandaf Hotel Rwandao getto United Artists parentcompany
Metro Goldwyn Meyer, whosedirectors not surprisingly givenwhat the film doesnot tell you aboutthe U.S.-sponsored
invasionof Rwanda(1996-1999, include current United Technologieglirector andU.S. General(Ret) AlexanderHaig
Recallthat" I’'min chargeneré Al HaigservedinderaHollywood actornamedRonaldReaganHotel Rwandaook off from
thenow celebratedbut wholly mythologizedbook We RegretTo Inform You That TomorrowWeWill BeKilled by Philip
Gourevitchthe New Yorker's premierAfricanist, andwhosebrotherin-law, JamieRubin wasMadeleineAlbright’s leading
man The Nation runsthe standarchonsensen Rwandausually by Victoria Britain. Another pro-military interventioniston
Darfur, SamanthaPowercould surely satisfy The Nation given her selectiveandpatriotic journalism on Rwandaand the
Balkansfor whichshewonaPulitzer

Behindthe masshysteriavhippedupin the postSeptembet ith Americaarethedirty little andnotsolittle butsecretwars
whippedup in defenseof predatoncapitalismandempirein “ uncivilized and‘ savagé placeslike Djibouti, Sudan Sierra
Leone Liberia, Congoand(Gambella Ethiopia

By February?1, 2002 theU.S. DOD hadalreadypurchased9 RQ-1 Predatordrom GeneralAtomics for aperunit price of
about$7 million, or some$653 million dollars “ StateTerrorin Ethiopid wasthe first report andWW4 Reportthe first
venue to illuminate the U.S. military alliancewith the Ethiopianregimeandthe regionalbaseof U.S. covertoperationsin
Hursq Ethiopiaaswell asthepresencef RQ-1 PredatorDronesbeingoperatecbver theentire Horn regionby the Central
IntelligenceAgency SmithCollegestudentsecentlyworkingto “ stopgenocidé in Darfur heldaletterwriting campaign
demandinghat GeorgeBushauthorizehatunmannedPredatodrones—impersonalindiscriminatekilling robots—belaunched
againstrabsonhorsesandother” undefined targetsin Darfur.

It takesmorethan onepartyto wageawar. From Chad Ugandaand Ethiopiacomeweaponsand logistical supportfor the
enemief the Islamic regimein Khartoum At the sametime, the Bush ganghasreportedly” allied’ with the Sudan
governmenin its“ war on terror’ —if we believetheKen Silverstein’ exposé in theL.A. Times(whichis merelybeing
expedientn its truthtelling). Off the agendaare any discussion®f the U.S. regimesof terror in Ugandaor Cameroonfor

exampleor U.S. supportfor the SudanPeoplés Liberation Army and otherwarring militias andfactionsin Darfur, Chad

Ethiopiag SomaliaandCongo
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Like nearbyChad Ethiopia has becomea favored territory from which transnationatorporateinterestscanbe servedby
launchingclandestingerror operationggainstslamic governmentsAl Quedaphantomsandother hostileenemiesThe latter
category of course includesArabson horsebackmachetawielding Hutus Mai-Mai “ wearingbathroomfixtures’ on their
headsinnocentmen womenandchildrenall overAfrica, and of coursethe Anuaksof Ethiopiawhg, like the Ogonisin Nigeria
andthe Fur of Darfur, havethe audacityto beliving oversomeonelsésoil.

Shortlyafter" StateTerrorin Ethiopid appeareth WW4 ReportandZ MagazineMarc Lacey Nairobi BureauChieffor the
New York Times ran somedamagecontrol andreportedfrom Gambellawith anastylittle blamethe-victims story that
deflectedattentionfrom theundesirabledetails “ Amid Ethiopids Strife, a BathingSpotandPeact (New York Times 6/11/
04). Therewashardly aword aboutoil or U.S. interestsandLaceyframedthe storyto suggesthat peacehadreturnedto
Gambellaanarearife with ancientribal animosity hedeclaregwherethe Anuaks* oncewentnakedandaterats” (Curiously
notoneNew York Timeslink to this storyis activetoday perhapbecausét hasbeenwidely notedfor its racism andsoit is
beingelectronicallyerased

DougMcGill of theMcGill Reporthasdonesomewonderfulandconsistentvork to reportonthe Anuakstory. World War 4
Reportalsopublishedasecondollow-upstorytitled “ Ethnic Cleansindn Ethiopia” Soonafterthis appearedHumanRights
Watchfinally publishedamajorreportonthe Anuak genocidebasedn the field investigations' Todayis the Day of Killing
Anuak$ and“ OperationSunny Mountair?” (undertakerfor Survivors Rights Internationaland GenocidéWatch by this
author asanunpaidvolunteey. While their researchereceivedacopy of “ OperatiorSunnyMountair? severamonthsprior
to its formal releaseandbeforetravelingto Ethiopia HumanRightsWatchnevercitedtheir source®r contacts

TheU.S.-supportedegimeof MelesZenawiin Ethiopiais goingto fall, imminently, aswidespreadlomestidissenandprotest
which remain underreportedurther escalateJune 2005 saw massivegovernmentrepressiontroops firing on crowds and
torturespreadingcrossEthiopiaafterthe peopleprotestedbviouselectionrigging (sanctionedby JmmyCarterandelection
monitorg. Ethiopids secret.S.-sponsoredvar(200Q againsEritreahasdestabilizedhe borderregion causingintold death
anddespairMurder, extrajudicial executionrape disappearancegrrestndimprisonmenbf Anuaks OromosNuersandother
indigenousEthiopianpeople continue What makes* StateTerrorin Ethiopid so poignantis its sharpjuxtapositionto the
storiesof genocideandcrimesagainshumanityin Darfur, whichreceivedvidespreadhttention andto Congg whichis mostly
off themediaagenda

With Darfur, what is really atissueis not genocideandit is not about’ humanitariah anything or therewouldrit beso many
peopledeadhlready—andstill dying It is aboutregimechangeandsomepeoplewill doanythingto getusto supporthat In

Congothedeathtoll hasstrucksevermillion sincetheU.S. invasionbeganandthe warragesonwhile bothClintonandBush
factionsprofit from diamondandgold andother hundredsof-multimillion-dollarsamonthmaterialthefts Next to the holy

warsof CongoandDarfur, the Anuaksareamerethornin the sideof Empire Suchis the political economyof genocide

#25Homeland Security WasDesignedto Fail
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It wasbilled asAmericdsfrontline defenseagainsterrorism But badlyunderfunded crippledby speciainterestsandignored
by theWhite Housethe Departmenof HomelandSecurity(DHS) hasbeerrelegatedo bureaucratiobscurity Unveiledon
March1, 2003 the Departmenbf HomelandSecurityhadbeertoutedasthe BushAdministratioris bold responseo the new
threatsfacing America in the postCold War world of globalterrorism It is currently composeaf 22 formerly separate
federalagenciesindit boast86200employeedts operationsrefundedby abudgebf nearly$27 billion.

There are 15000 industrial plantsin the United Statesthat produce toxic chemicals Accordingto the Environmental
ProtectiomAgency{EPA), about100 of theseplantscould endangeupto amillion lives with poisonoustloudsof ammonia
chlorine or carbondisulfide that could be releasednto the atmospher@ver denselypopulatedareasby a terror attack
Unprotecteathemicalplantsare possiblecandidatedor future attacksby terrorists Theseare someof the mostvulnerable
piecesof infrastructurén America

Following 911 therewasabig pushto increasesecurityat all chemicalplantsin the United States Democratsput forth a
ChemicalSecurity Act, the purposeof whichwasto codify parameterdor site security ensuresafe transportof toxic
materialsandpreventurtheraccidentfrom happeningBut Republicanslefeatedhenbill afteroil companiepumpedmillions
of dollarsinto lobbyingcampaign$o stopit.

Matthew BrzezinsKis article in Mother Jonesassertshat PresidentBush doestt put much importance if any at all, on
HomelandSecurityreports Securityspendindnasrisenjust 4 percentsince 911, andmostof thatincreasenvasonly to cover
higherinsuranceprograms Thereare manychemicalplantsthat haveno fencing requirementscamerasandno guards The
article pointsoutthe spendingneededo insurethe safetyof U.S. citizensandcompareg (unfavorably to theamountspentin
Iragoverthe samdime period

Asidefrom beinghamstrundpy its reluctantarchitects DHS simply hasnot beerableto competewith Iraq in the battle for
resourcedVith the Presidenistax cutstrimming governmentevenuesandbudgeteficitsreachinglevelsnotseersincethe
VietnamWar, moneyis tight for programghe White Housedoesnot seeastop priorities Thetruth of the matteris that
HomelandSecurityis very muchashoestringpperatior—somuchsothatworried Democratin Congres&eeptryingto throw
moremoneyatit.
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Brzezinskj recentauthor of “ FortressAmericd and former Wall Street correspondentsuggeststhe Departmentof
HomelandSecurityneedsa seriousreassessmenf its goalsandoperationgo betterprotectAmericans He saysthe White
Househas decidedthat the HomelandSecurity intelligence unit should rank lower thanthe FBI andthe CIA. Seven
RepublicarSenatorghat had previouslyendorsedhe Chemical SecurityAct later withdrew their support $6.7 million in
contributiondrom the petrochemicatampaigr{led by the AmericanPetroleuminstitute helpedto ensurethat Republicans
tookthe Senatén the 2002midtermelectionsandthatthe ChemicalSecurityAct die out Peopleopposingheact emphasized
theeconomidmpactof the SecurityAct. Theargumentvasthat Chlorineandits derivativeswentinto productghat account
for 45percenof the nationsgGDP, andreductiongo its productionvould hurtthe economy

Threeyearsafter9/11 almostanybodycanstill gainentryinto thousandsf chemicakitesacrosghecountry If afactory spends
lots of moneyon security spendingupgradesits productscarit competewith other factoriesthat spendnothing Only
legislationcanlevel the playingfield.

Thefailure of the mainstreammediato acknowledgehe fact that HomelandSecurityhasbeena completewashoutfurther
signifiesthe cozy relationshipit enjoyswith the halls of power Protectionof the homelandhasbeenanareawhere the
presidentasreceivedconsistentlyhighmarksfrom the country—ostensiblybecausthis is the oneareawherehe hasstayed
strongandfocusedIt would havebeerhelpful for the countryto knowif thiswastt true
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